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Tom Norton 
Multi time NETRA Champion 
BlackWater 100 Champion 


Ex Ninja Turtle 
Snappy dresser 


Wanted man South of the border 
Considered armed and dangerous 
Weapon of choice: 125cc's Of Cold Steel 


Approach with caution... 
He once punched out a 
cactus for getting too close. 


Favorite quote: | 
"Doctor?...I don't need no stinking Doctor...Pass me the Vise Grips." 


Kariya Photcs 


WWW. REVINSCYCLERACING. СОМ 


Online, by phone, or in person, get what you need fast, 
at a great price, and in time for your next race. 


ORDERS: 800.654.4998 RT.123 Norton, MA 02766 





Оп the cover: Two riders emerge out 
of a tangle of trees at the annual Black 
and Blue enduro in Somers, 
Connecticut. It was a beautiful day for 
a ride, and the club was lenient this 
year and let most of the riders finish in 
one piece! Story on page 20, photo by 
Paul Clipper. 
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Warning: You know, we only have so much time. It's important that you 
enjoy every minute, and | mean that. But it's high time we all treated each 
other with a little more respect and consideration. This earth is getting smaller 
every day, and if we continue to ensure that we hate each other we're going 
find it pretty grim living here before long. That goes for other dirt bikers as well 
as hikers, dog walkers, whatever. Be nice to people, and you might find that 
they're not so bad themselves. And ride safe, don't get hurt, and don't sue us if 
you do. Your fate is in your hands when you ride, in more ways than one. 


Good Info 


Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $20 
U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian 
subscriptions are $30 yearly, in U.S. 
funds. We're not selling overseas subscrip- 
tions any more. We don't have a Visa & 
Mastercard merchant's account, so we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you" for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
gave ue money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there's no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues ae back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, во renew ae early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let ue 
know the month and year, and send $2.95 
per copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don’t want to 
miss an issue, let ue know in advance of 
your move, so we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The P.O. is supposed to forward 
magazines if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
5,000 hardy souls, and the number ie 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, ае we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $50 a page for 
copy, and $10 each for photos, but we 
don't print just anything that comes in. 
Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call ue with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail 
Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $20 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 
2003 by Trail Rider Magazine. All rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in this magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written per- 
mission by the publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are welcome, although we assume no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless spe- 
cial arrangements are made in advance, all published materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Periodicals postage paid at Medford, New Jersey, 
and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055-2038. 
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friend of mine passed 

way the day before 

Thanksgiving last year. Tom 

McAlpine was sick with colon cancer, 

had been for a couple of years. | had just 

talked to him two weeks before | got the phone 

call from his best friend Ray. It was right before 

| left for Grandma’s house with the kids, and the 

news broke my heart. | knew that Tom wasn't 

long for this world; hell, he kept reminding me. 

"Either the cancer is going to kill me or the 

chemo will,” he told me more than once, 

"there's no other way at this point." We all knew, 

but still, none of us ever wanted that day to 
come. 

| went to the memorial service this past 
weekend, and it was great to see how many 
friends Tom had who made the trip. It's not 
an easy drive to his neighborhood for any- 
one not speaking French. Tom and his wife 
Judy lived way up in northern Vermont, so 
far up І really think they're closer to 
Montreal, Canada, than they are to the capi- 
tol city of Burlington. There were at least 8 
200 people packed into the small funeral ў 
home in Enosburg Falls, probably almost 
doubling population of the town. 

In that crowd of close friends and neigh- А 
bors, | came to the realization that as close 
to Tom as | was, І really didn't know him 
well. | would see him and possibly ride with 
him for a bit at any of the northern New 
England events that we'd both attend, and 
of course l'd see him every year at the annu- 
al industry trade show in the Midwest. We 
had a phone relationship more than any- 
thing else. When first started doing Trail 
Rider magazine, Tom called me up out of 
the blue and offered to try to sell ads to 
some of the shops he visited every day. He 
pounded a beat that covered all of Vermont 
and New Hampshire for a few different dis- 
tributors, and wound up hooking me up 
with some of my longest-running advertis- 
ers. 

Tom and | would get together every year at 
the far northern events—the Red Fox turkey 
run, the Ammo, and MVTR's charity ride 
(the Leon Dube Memorial, the Jack Noga 
Memorial, and now the New Hampshire 
Classic). We rode the Winchenden turkey run 
more than once, and rode the NETRA loop on 
one spring weekend up there. Most of the time, 
ld show up at these rides with another riding 
partner or two, which was just as well because 
though І liked hanging out and riding with Tom 
and his gang—Ray, Wolfman, Mad Dog, Scott 
Stumpf, and there were more over the years— 
they set a pace that was brutal for a turkey run, 


4 Trail Rider 


Last Over 





by Paul Clipper 


or at least | thought so. Once they got going it 
was as if there was only a limited amount of 
beer at the finish, and they had to get there first 
or go thirsty. If I’m not racing | like to stop and 
sniff the flowers along the way, so Га just laugh 
and let them go. 

Tom and his crowd rode all over the place. He 
rode in Mexico with Dick Bettencourt, rode 
there with his regular crew as well. Went out to 
Colorado once a year for a while there, did all 
the usual big rides that Easterners all want to 
do. He had plenty of different dirt bikes over the 
years that | knew him, and when dirt biking 
started getting painful he would get on a street 





bike and take a tour around. Like a lot of the rest 
of us, riding for him was where it was at. Like 
me, he had an industry job because he couldn't 
stand the idea of working somewhere on the 


"outside." Motorcycles were in his blood, bad, 
and the T-shirt that said "Ride, Eat, Sleep, Live 
and Breathe" could have well been printed with 
him and his two-wheelers in mind. 

How the two of us got to become such good 
friends, only seeing each other maybe four 
times a year at most, isn't that hard to explain. 


Flying with the Hawk 


The first time | talked to him on the phone I 
knew he was a kindred spirit. | told my wife at 
the time, "You know how you can meet some- 
one and immediately ‘click’ with them? That's 
what we're like." We both had different specific 
interests, different backgrounds, and | was at 
least 12 years younger than him, but the 
thought processes were the same, the pursuit 
of fun was all-encompassing. 

He was one of the funniest guys І knew, in a 
dry way. He had that old Yankee habit of keep- 
ing the smile to himself, very evident in the 
post-ride photo on this page. Good Yankees do 


not 89 around grinning, and Tom cultivated а 


mock-crotchetyness that even the Grinch 
would have admired. But he had a twinkle 
' in his eye that would give him away every 
time, and he would let the smile slip every 
now and then. | remember seeing him this 
past year at the Indianapolis trade show, 
standing in his booth, his body beat up 
with fighting the cancer and the chemo. 
l've seen other guys like that with a face so 
long it was dragging the ground, but not 
Tom. He was holding the biggest cup of 
beer they sold, his eyes were gleaming, 
and when he saw me his face broke with a 
big smile. “І am just happy to be here," he 
told me that day, "life is good!" And it was 
good, | had to agree. Ed Hertfelder once 
told me, “I've never had a bad cup of cof- 
| fee!” | think Tom never had a bad glass of 
beer. Beer was one of the reasons he got 
his nickname "Hawk," after beer gave him 
the power of flight one night, or so he 
thought. 

Tom and his wife Judy had a storybook 
existence way up in the frozen north. They 
moved into their cabin in Vermont after 
they were married. The cabin had no elec- 
tricity, and they said, "Well, let's see how it 
goes this winter, and then we'll maybe get 
power put in in the spring." Their daughter 
Riley likes to tell the story of how they 
finally got electricity when she was in high 
school, and if I’m not mistaken this was 
well into the 1980s when it finally hap- 
pened. They were a close, loving family, 
and any father would be happy to the grave to 
hear his daughter talk about him the way Riley 
does. 

Well, we all got together and sent him off, last 
weekend. | never got a chance to ride his "pri- 
vate" dual sport trail with him; hopefully if the 
boys ride it this summer they'll invite me along. 
The Indy show won't be the same without him 
this year; but maybe I'll have a beer with 
Wolfman and Joe Wheeler in his honor. Гт 
going to miss the guy. t 
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Across the 


Continent 


Jerry Smith one day 
decided to take а 
motorcycle and ride 
diagonally across 
Africa on it. Simple 
enough plan, but after 
that is when the adven- 2% 
ture began. His book, SAW 
Into the Heart of Africa, 
describes the journey 
with tales of confronta- 
tions with elephants 
and spear-toting 
natives. It all sounds 
like something that 


2003 NETRA Events 


All dates are tentative, of course, but 
this is almost cut into stone: 

2/9 Snow Run Enduro 

4/12 Boneyard Jr. Enduro 

4/13 Milk Run H/S 

4/26 Steerage Jr. Enduro 

4/27 Flach’s Farm H/S 

5/3 King Phillip Jr. Enduro 

5/4 Juniper Hills H/S 

5/11 Tri State Enduro 

5/17-18 Mohawk Turkey Run 

5/17 CATRA Jr. Enduro 

5/18 CATRA H/S 

5/18 Monahan Enduro 

6/1 King Philip Enduro 

6/7-8 М.Н. Classic T/R 

6/15 М.Е. Championship Enduro 

6/28-29 2-Day Youth Enduro Camp 

6/21 Dam Good Jr. Enduro 

6/22 Dam Good H/S 

7/5 Rattlesnake Jr. Enduro 

7/6 Rattlesnake H/S 

7/12 Firecracker Jr. Enduro 

7/13 Connecticut State H/S 

7/13 Gnarly Dude ІІ T/R 

7/20 Montshire H/S 

7/27 CATRA ІІ H/S 

8/2 Granite State Jr. Enduro 

8/3 Mudslinger Enduro 

8/9 Pilgrims Pride Jr. Enduro 

8/10 Pilgrims Pride H/S 

8/17 Salmon Run H/S 

8/17 Noble Woods T/R 

8/24 Red Fox T/R 

9/6 Barnes Way Jr. Enduro 

9/7 Ammo T/R 

9/7 Barnes Way Memorial H/S 

9/14 Little Rhody Enduro 

9/14 Stateline H/S 

9/20 Willie Phelan Jr. Enduro 

9/21 Hard Knox H/S 

9/27 Boneyard Jr. Enduro 

9/28 Berkshire Triple B T/R 

9/28 Woodsocross H/S 

10/4-5 ISDT Reunion Ride 

10/5 Tri-State Extreme T/R 

10/12 Flach's Farm Il H/S 

10/18 Mohawk Jr. Enduro 

10/12 Pachaug T/R 

10/19 Cockaponsett Enduro 

10/26 Jack Frost Jr. Enduro 

10/26 Rocky Mtn Enduro 

11/1 Haunted Jr. Enduro 

11/2 Black & Blue Enduro 











11/9 King Philip T/R 
11/23 Toys For Tots T/R 
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з“ may have happened 
at the turn of the last 
century, but this is a 
book about modern 
* times, with proof 
that there's still a 
wild outback if you're 
willing to look for it. 
4 Smith is a retired 
motorcycle dealer 
from Ottumwa, lowa, 
, and he thoroughly 
4 enjoys a lust for 
adventure that most 
of us will never 
know. You can read 
* all about it in his 
book for $14.95 plus 
shipping from 
Whitehorse Press, in 
North Conway, New Hampshire, at 603- 
356-6556, or directly from the author 
at 641-653-4436. 


Big Pockets 


You like big pockets? You oughta 
check out the new Moose Expedition 
gear. This outfit features waterproof 
and breathable construction, sealed 
seams, and oversized cargo pockets 
everywhere. The jacket has a chest 
pockets and drink system access, and 
when it gets too 
warm you can zip 
off the sleeves and 
wear it as a vest, or 
fold it up into its 
own rear pocket and 
wear it as a bum 
bag. Best of all, the 
jacket retails for 
$159.95 and the 
pants for $99.95. 
See them at 
www.mooserac- 
ing.com, or at your 
well-stocked Moose 
dealer. 


Banquet 
Fun 


Don't miss the 
East Coast Enduro 
Association's big 
party for the year. 
The Annual ECEA 
Awards Banquet will 
be held on February 
1, 2003 at the 
Wilmington Wyndham, Wilmington 
Delaware. That's Saturday night, and 
expect plenty of bench racing company 
from the early afternoon on, as local 
dealers set up displays and folks start 
gathering after lunch. Later on there's a 
dinner, and then the awards ceremony 
proper. It's a great night for kicking 
back or basking in the glory of your 
good finish, whichever you prefer. Or 
just hang out. Last minute information 
on the banquet may be available by 
calling the ECEA at 717.865.0601. 

We're kind of late to call the NETRA 
banquet "upcoming," but we've been 
known to overlook things quite often. 
Anyhow, the annual NETRA bash is on 





January 25, with a vendor display 
that starts at noon until five p.m. 
There you will find a tag sale for your 
old gear, a suspension seminar from 
Factory Connection, a jetting semi- 
nar by Surf and Turf Racing, refresh- 
ments, a vintage bike display and 
plenty of people to bench race with. 
The NETRA annual meeting is at the 
same place, from 1:00 to 3:00, and 
it's a good place to be if you have any 
opinions about rules and such. 
Cocktail hour starts at five o'clock 
and dinner starts at six. There will be 
a DJ to spin records, a profession 
comedian to make us laugh, and a 
tired old white guy to hand out 
awards—that's right, the Bossman 
will be there once again! The whole 
thing is going to be first class, and 
it's going to be at the Crown Plaza 
Hotel at the Crossings, in Warwick, 
Rhode Island; yes, the only New 
England state to totally outlaw trail 
riding on public land. Located off 
Route 95 in Rhode Island, at exit 
12A; call (401)732-6000 and men- 
tion NETRA to get the special room 
rate of $95. More information? Call 
NETRA at (860)693-9111. 


Cinderella Story 


Of course you've seen 
us writing about Heidi 
Landon and her 
boyfriend Doug 
Douchette all these year. 
You've followed Heidi 
from her early years as a 
NETRA enduro rider and 
hare scrambler right up 
to her factory Husky and 
then factory Kawasaki 
ride in the GNCC. Well, it 
hasn't stopped yet, only 
this time Doug is the one 
getting the advancement. 
After all these years of dili- 
gently carting Heidi to all 
the races, working on her 
bike day and night, and 
being on the line of every 
GNCC and AMA National 
hare scrambles in recent 
years, Doug was offered a 
position ої Factory 
Technician for Kawasaki in 
the ATV division, and he’s 
taking it. His gain will be 
our loss, though. You 
won't see him on the floor 
at Curt McCann's 
Midtown Kawasaki 
anymore, which is 
where he made his 
living selling bikes 
up ‘til now. And, you 
won't find him and 
Heidi in Connecticut 
any more (when 
they're ever home), 
because the posi- 
tion is in Georgia, 
and they're moving 
to Atlanta. "It'll be а 
great," Heidi told us 
recently, "Doug is 








2003 ECEA Schedule 


Double check for date changes before 


you load up, but these datee were official 
ae of January 1. 


ENDUROS 

1. March 16 - Curly Fern Enduro 

2. March 23 - Sandy Lane Enduro 
3. April 6 - Greenbrier Enduro 

4. April 27 - Stumpjumper Enduro 
5. May 4 - Pine Hill Enduro 

6. May 25 - Broad Mountain Enduro 
7. June 1 - Green Marble Enduro 
&. June & - Ridge Run 

9. July 15 - Barbed Wire Enduro 
10. July 20 - Foggy Mt Breakdown 
11. July 27 - Brandywine Enduro 
12. August 17 - Speedsville Enduro 
15. August 24 - Beehive Enduro 
14. Sept 7 - Michaux Enduro 

15. Sept 14 - Moonshine Enduro 
16. Sept 21 - Scrub Pine Enduro 
17. October 5 - PBER Clock Run 
18. October 26 - Delaware Enduro 
HARE SCRAMBLES 

1. March 9 - Snowball Hare Scrambles 
2. March 30 - Bear Valley H/S 

5. May 11 - DER H/S 

4. May 18 - PBER H/S 

5. June 15 - CJCR H/S 

б. June 29 - SPER H/.S 

7. August 10 - VFTR/HMDR H/9 

5. Sept 25 - TCSMC H/S 

9. Nov 9 - MCI H/S 

10. Nov 16 - Meteor H/S 

DUAL SPORT 

1. June 22 -Ridge Dual Sport 

2. June 29 - SJER Dual Sport 

3. August 17 - Speedsville DualSport 
4. Sept 26 - STER Dual Sport 

5. October 12 - Meteor Dual Sport 
6. October 19 - KORR Dual Sport 
7. Nov 2 - TCSMC Dual Sport 








going into a really good position, and 
we're going to be close to one of 
Kawasaki's training centers there and 
I'll get to work out and train with some 
of their factory motocrossers. It’s going 
to be great!” Certainly you'll hear more 
about them in future issues, but we're 
going to miss them "in the neighbor- 
hood." Congratulations to them! 


Great Flak-Jak 


The originators of the Flak-Jak chest 
protector are still at it, and still making 
one of the most comfortable pieces of 
protection equipment out there. HRP 
Sports 


is still going strong in 
Somersworth, New 
Hampshire, and they have 
a catalog you might want 
to see. Full of all their vari- 
eties of the original Flak- 
Jak, plus riding gear, cus- 
tom braces, carbon fiber 
4 parts. Protection equip- 
ment, Factory Connection 
hard parts, WRP hard 
: parts and much more. 
Look them up at 
www.hrpsports.com, call 
them up at 603-692-2118, 
or look them up the next 
time you're in coastal New 
Hampshire. 





Diesel Motorcycles? 


Would you believe there's such a thing as a diesel 
motorcycle out there? WE caught a quick call from old 
friend C.H. Wheat of IMS, and when asked what he's 
been up to he told us "Building diesel motorcycles!" 
Apparently C.H. and his company are at the front of a 
development effort to create oil burners for the U.S. 
military, with interest also being shown by military 
representatives from Australia and the U.K. How do 
you kick over a diesel dirt bike? "You don't," says 
C.H., "you push a button, of course!" If he told us any- 
thing more than that he'd have to kill us, he said, so 
we let it go. But, if you do see a nasty-sounding 
motorcycle tooling around the local army base in the 
future, you can smile knowingly that a dirt bike com- 
pany helped make it happen. 


NETRA Video 


Want a two-hour video of scenes from four of the 
well-known NETRA events last year? Garth Bean has 
his "tape one" of the series finished, comprised of 
parts of the Snow Run, the John Monahan Enduro, 
the Widowmaker hare scrambles, and the Pilgrims 
Pride National hare scrambles. Copies of the tape are 
available for $14.95, which includes postage. Send 
check or money order to Garth Bean, P.O. Box 79, 
Ashford CT 06278. ж 


Where to Ride 


2/9/03 NETRA Snow Run Enduro 
NETRA: (860)693-9111 
ECEA: (717)865-0601 












Trelleborg Winter Friction tires are 
made with a special compound that 
won't freeze. Carbide tipped spikes 
are inserted at the factory, providing 
maximum traction апа durability. 


Don't let the competition have the 
edge. Keep yourself in excellent 
condition through-out the winter the 
best possible way..by RIDING on 
Trelleborg Winter Friction — tires!! 



















Trelleborg Tenmaster апа Super- 
master tires feature legendary com- 
pounds and tread designs for super- 
jor grip in all types of terrain. 











Special Light (green stripe) tires have 
fewer plies in the carcass and are 
approximately 2155 lighter than the 
standard tires. Available in the most 
popular sizes. Motocross & Off-Road 
riders using "Mousse" tubes love 'em! 


www.werproducts.net 


REPAIR MANUALS 


Factory, Clymer & Haynes 


Microfiche Cards Available 








Since 1995 - Service - Selection - Speed 


Call us at 404-873-1479 
or for faster service 
search our online catalog 
of over 5000 vehicles @ 














Mitas offers an extemely wide ra- 
nge of tires for the off-road rider. 









Trials, Motocross, Enduro, апа 
Dual-Sport riders have many tre- 
ad designs to choose from. 








W.E.R. is proud to introduce the 
Mitas "Stoneater" tire. The Stone- 
ater is purpose built especially for 
the demands of rocky terrain. Desig- 
nated as C-16 (rear), and C-17 (front), 
we expect a lot of riders will be putting 
them to the test for the 2003 season. 















The Mitas C-10 rear and C-11 front 
combination are proven winners & 
are our first choice for rocky/muddy 
& even sandy terrain. Ask Kevin 
Bennett and John Burgard how mu- 
ch they like their Mitas  tires!! 





Works Enduro Rider 


908-637-6385 phone 
908-637-6840 fax 
#1 Jenny Jump Ave Great Meadows, NJ 07838 


And for all you Dual-Sport riders out 
there, the Mitas EF series tires are 
D.O.T. legal. 
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Integrated into the brake carrier 
makes this disc guard virtually 
indestructible: Dirt Rider magazine 
calls it "An impressive display of 
protection" 


THE ORIGINAL STEERING STABILIZER COMBO! 


Combo Includes - Pro Taper bars of your choice 


*Scotts Billet Top Triple Clamp 
‘Scotts 1 piece Billet Bar Clamp 


*Scotts Steering Stabilizer 
АП Mounting Hardware 


STAINLESS STEEL OIL FILTER 
The filtering qualities are ТО times 
better than a paper filter and have 
а higher resistance to heat. Longer 
lasting and reusable. Protect 
your 4 Stroke investment! 
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PRO TAPER MOUNTING KITS 

Billet machined "Factory Look". 
precise fitting hardware in every 

combination imaginable for Pro 

Taper and other large diameter 

handlebars. 
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isten to dirt bikers talking about scary riding 
ойо. and ГІІ bet they never even men- 
tion the one thing that will really wake them up 
at night, Oh you'll hear about steep downhills, 
super high-speed trails, all sorts of heroic rid- 
ing. But very few of them will even mention the 
real thousand pound gorilla at their doorstep. 
Yeah, it’s mud. 

It's true. What's the one thing that's 
so bad it will actually take a rider who's 
been jonesing for a ride all week and 
send him to the mall with his girl- 
friend? He's not concerned about 
keeping his boots clean. What he's 
freaked about is spending the day 
crashing and hitting things. Okay, 
maybe guys are concerned about 
"ruining" their bike, but most hate 
mud because it's so hard to ride in it. £ 

There are many stages, types, and 
degrees of mud, but the basic tech- 
nique for riding it is simple, although 
unpleasant for most: ride like it isn't 
there. Actually, that isn't completely 
true—you have to ride it even more 
aggressively than you would if it was- 
nt there. The big secret to mud is 
speed. It all boils down to how fast 
your wheels are spinning, because | 
mud can't stick to a spinning wheel. 

There are all kinds of mud in the 
world, but there's only two stages | 
we're going to be concerned with. For й 
all practical purposes, there is wet 
mud and there is sticky mud. 

Wet mud is a whole lot easier to ride 
in than the sticky stuff. Savvy enduro 
riders count their blessings when they 


wake up in the morning and it's still 8 


raining. That's because if you're faced Ё 
with a muddy day of riding, rain is E 
your best friend. Rain keeps every- 
thing wet and sloppy, and though wet, 
Sloppy mud will stick to your bike and 
pile up in every flat spot and crevice of 
the chassis, wet mud won't build up & 
on your tires. 

As long as the rain is falling, you're 
okay. All that extra water from the sky 
is like a drenching of mud-solvent. 
The mud will fling and fly everywhere, and it'll 
be wet and sloppy, but it actually won't be hard 
to ride in it. Where mud gets really bad is when 
the rain stops, the excess water runs off, and 
the mud starts getting tacky. These are the 
kinds of conditions that will separate the poten- 
tial Six Days riders from the guys who should 
have spent the afternoon at the movies. 

What you do when the mud gets sticky is 
attack it. Do you remember the rare times when 






If you don't want to get stuck, learn how to make that mud fly. 


The Art of Trailriding 


Mud Fight 


you've seen a bad mudhole and freaked, nailed 
the throttle and charged through it with 
absolutely no trouble? That's what we're talking 
about. To really get through bad, sticky mud you 
have to get hard on the throttle and wick it up, 
and stay at that pace all day if that's what it 
takes. If you try to take it easy the mud spools 
up on your tires like school paste, clogs up the 
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space between the knobs, turns your wheels 
into heavy slicks, and you can’t steer your bike 
to save your life. 

The object is to get the mud off the tires, no 
matter what. At a certain speed, and that speed 
varies depending on the exact composition of 
the mud at hand, its impossible for the mud to 
stick to the tire. So you spin the wheels at that 
speed and you've got no problem. 

The rear wheel is no trouble. You can get mud 





off of it by just staying hard on the gas, spinning 
it like а knucklehead and flinging all the mud off. 
The front tire is different. In order to keep the 
rotational speed up on the front tire you have to 
roll it faster, and the only way to roll it faster is 
to ride faster. Suck it up and go for it! 

Actually, there are other things you can do to 
help keep the front wheel clean. Bouncing it and 
banging it on things will also help to 
_ knock mud of, and it also knocks the 
~~) mud off the underside of the fender, 
а which will keep the apparent weight of 
the front end down as well. So what you 
want to do is aim for rough ground—hit 
the whoopdedos if there are any, hit the 
rocks, hit the logs across the trail. 
Anything you can see that will help knock 
mud off is fair game. 

Going back to the mud-solvent theory 
of a few paragraphs ago, another neat 
trick is to keep an eye out for excess 
water on the trail. If you come into a sec- 
tion of trail that still has water running 
down it—maybe a little rivulet down the 
middle of a trail—get right into the run- 
ning water. The extra water means mud 
too thin to stick, one again, and all of a 
sudden you'll find traction. Same thing 
goes for puddles and small streams; use 
the water to your advantage. 
| So wait a minute, you're saying, let me 

get this straight. You want me to ride 
even faster and more aggressively in the 
mud and hit more of the things I'd nor- 
mally avoid? You want me to aim for the 
| puddles and streams that ld normally 
stay out of? Yup, that's about the size of 
t, if you want to get through a mud ride 
9 with the least amount of misery. 

The way to actually ride the slippery 
==) stuff is exactly the same way you ride in 
TÎ the dry: stay loose, don't get tense, don't 
а focus on what you might first see as 
excess slipperiness. Yes, you might be 
sliding wide of your line when you first 
start the ride, but adapting to the mud is 
the same as adapting to different types 
of dry riding. Some places are slipperier 
than others, wet or dry. If you just start 
riding and don't focus on the negative, 
when you warm up to it you'll adapt to the dif- 
ferent timing you'll need to cope with it. You 
don't pitch the bike into turns, you just sort of 
nudge it into the turns. You'll quickly learn to get 
on and off the brakes earlier. It's exactly the 
same thing as adapting from perfect traction 
loam riding to baked-dry hardpack. Ride with a 
little extra care in the beginning, stay upright, 
don't tense up, and you'll soon feel right at 
home. If not, there's always the mall. Ж 
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hanges to fork oil are 

a poor man's means 

for adjusting front suspension per- 

formance. For the cost of little more 

than the price of a quart of suspension fluid 

(about $5), minor changes in fork oil viscosity and 

oil height can have a tangible effect on suspension 

performance or be used as a final adjustment 

needed to suit suspension performance to partic- 
ular conditions. 

Changes in fork oil height and viscosity do two 
completely different things to fork action, and sur- 
prisingly permit changes that impact both damp- 
ing and spring rate. A suspension fluid's viscosity 
impacts damping as thicker fluids resist flowing 
through an orifice more than thinner ones. 
Suspension component valving stacks are essen- 
tially a system of orifices and valves that use this 
resistance to scrub off the kinetic energy of a fork 
compressing or decompressing (rebounding). 

Conversely, changes to fork oil height, often 
referred to as changes to fork air chamber volume, 
impact the effect of the air chamber, which itself 
acts as a secondary spring within the fork. As the 
fork leg compresses, the air chamber shrinks in 
Size, compressing the air within it. The more the 
air is compressed, the more it resists being com- 
pressed further, thus acting as a variable rate "air 
spring" that predominantly effects the later half of 
fork leg stroke. 

Air Chamber Sizing 

A specification for fork oil height (or air chamber 
size) will almost certainly be found within a bike's 
owners manual as this is an adjustment most eas- 
ily accomplished by the user. As a general rule of 
thumb, most fork oil heights for full sized bikes are 
somewhere around five or six inches, with an 
adjustment range of about plus or minus one inch. 

Changes in fork oil level or air chamber size are 

accomplished with the fork removed from the 

motorcycle and usually clamped upright onto the 
workbench via a vise or other device. All fork oil 
height measurements (both conventional and 

USD, cartridge and damper rod) are made with the 

spring removed and the fork leg fully compressed. 

Measurements are taken from the top lip of the 

fork leg down to the level of oil within the fork 

tube. 

The simplest means for taking this measurement 
is to fill the fork leg with a little more than the pro- 
scribed amount of oil and then remove the excess 
oil down to the desired level. Someone (І think 
Motion Pro and/or Race Tech) makes a simple fork 
oil level measuring tool that's comprised of a large 
syringe, extension tube and measuring stick. This 
device simplifies the precise setting of the oil 
height and allows excess oil to be neatly and accu- 
rately extracted from the fork tube using the inte- 
gral syringe plunger. Surely this kit makes these 
measurements virtually fool proof. 
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TrailRider Toolbox 
by Mark Uth 





However, if you don’t have a hankering for spe- 
cialty tools, I've also used a kitchen turkey baster 
(read: a large eye dropper) with a 12 inch length of 
fuel hose on the end. To make the adjustment 
using the turkey baster, measure the desired oil 
height from the bottom of the fuel line and make a 
mark on the tube with an permanent marker. Stick 
the tube inside of the fork leg, its end immersed in 
the oil which has been filled to slightly above the 
desired level. On cartridge type forks, this means 
squeezing the end of the draw hose in between the 
tube wall and the cartridge, which can sometimes 
be a tight fit, depending upon the size of hose 
used. Line up the mark you made with the top lip 
of the fork tube and squeeze the baster bulb (or 
pull back the syringe plunger) in order to draw out 
the excess fluid. When you're sucking wind, you're 
at the right level, simple pull out your apparatus 
and discard the excess oil. 

One note, especially applicable to cartridge type 
forks—be sure that you've pumped the cartridge 
full of oil (or said another way, be sure that you've 
pumped all of the air out of the fork cartridge) 
prior to setting the oil level. This can be accom- 
plished by stroking the fork leg and/or cartridge 
rod through its stroke until a nice even resistance 
is felt throughout its stroke. Failure to do this will 

result in a false oil level that will work out to be 
lower than intended. 
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Fork Oil Adjustments 


Fork Oil Viscosity Changes 

As motorcycle suspension systems have 
become more sophisticated over the past few 
decades, they’ve become inherently more 
adjustable through changes to their compression 
and rebound damping valving stacks. Prior to this, 
suspension tuners spent considerably more time 
experimenting with varying fork oil viscosities, as 
this was one of the few (and simplest) means for 
changing a fork’s damping characteristics. Lately, 
it seems that tuning with oil viscosity is a bit of a 
lost art. Despite this, there are still a wide range of 
quality suspension fluids available in enough dif- 
ferent viscosities so as to allow the tuner/rider to 
experiment. And rest assured, this method can be 
just as effective on modern suspension systems 
as it was with crude damper rod forks. 

Another historical trend has been the migration 
toward thinner (lower viscosity) suspension fluids 
with the advent of valving stacks. It used to be that 
most forks used 10 or 20 weight oil, while most 
today are 5 weight or less. One of the reasons for 
this is that thicker oils have a greater "stiction" 
factor (frictional resistance to movement). 
Increased stiction could cause the fork to be less 
sensitive to small, abrupt trail obstacles like roots 
and rocks. 

Changing damping by varying oil viscosity is a 
simple enough approach. Thicker oils increase 
damping while thinner oils lessen damping. More 
damping make the fork action slower, while less 
damping makes it faster. In each case, the change 
in damping is felt across the board, meaning that 
it affects both compression and rebound damping 
throughout the stroke. 

General Rules of Thumb 

1. If your fork is too stiff throughout the travel, 
try a lighter fork oil, perhaps going from a 5 or 7 
wt. to a 2.5 wt. 

2. If you find that your fork feels great over the 
small stuff but bottoms on big landings or when 
pounding through whoop-de-dos, try raising the 
fork oil height. This will increase the spring rate at 
the end of the stroke thus better resist bottoming. 

3. If your fork compresses too much when cor- 
nering or braking, this could be solved by increas- 
ing the fork oil viscosity. 

4. If your fork feels good in the small, slow 
speed stuff, but gets harsh near the end of it stroke 
(and/or you're not using all of the fork travel), you 
might want to try a lower fork oil level. 

5. If you're working on a vintage project with 
non-cartridge forks, don't be afraid of experiment- 
ing with a 20 wt. or thicker oil. 

Like all tuning, changing your fork oil to achieve 
better suspension action is a trial and error 
process. Fortunately, even top quality suspension 
fluid is still a bargain. The biggest inhibitor 
remains the amount of labor needed for removing 
and replacing the forks themselves. 4 
















The Zero Zone 


Ride through the winter snow with studded tires and Michelin Bib Mousse 
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special winter 
compound fires. 
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Michelin 
Sweden 


No Punctures 
Э No Pulled Stems ie 


No Pinched Tubes 
No Flats, No Fooling 


Call Your Dealer * 


Па. ЗЕГЕ Gens nm Tire Gf 


Fully Studded Price Fully Studded Price 
130/80-18 $295.00 90/100-14 $199.00 
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Bib M 7% 110/90-19 — — $295.00 460-17 $209.00 
1 SUN S 90/90-21 $270.00 530-17 $229.00 
" GOUSSE janani aii 110/100-18 $229.00 
Motocross Action - August, 2001 says: 120/100-18 |... $229.00 
"... it will accurately replicate 13 psi.” TRELLE BORG 7 HOO == ач 22920 
^..asmallpriceto рау for flat insurance” eee : - z 
"|f you want insurance against flat tires, a mousse is the guarantee" Fully Studded Price 300-21 і . $209.00 
Dirt Bike - August, 2001 says: 119110018 221000 MICHELIN ¢ 
f Michelin Bib/Mousse;tubes аге а Багдаш” 80/100-21 $285.00 Bib Mousse - All Sizes $155.00 





Trailrider - October, 2001 says: Я 
202 
"They don't bounce as much as an inflated inner tube, which can Shes y D 
make your bike feel like it's working better..." E "m ; 
"Bottom Line? They're harder to mount and demand a little more ў / = / = / тү =й URS 
attention than pneumatic tubes, but you will not get a flat for as ^ е em зь 
т 
" 800-628-4040 + 


long as you have them on your bike." 
„3 Wiww.motorace.com 






"The verdict? It's not that hard; not much harder than putting on an 
inner tube, when you get into it." 








'm a lucky guy. Гуе gotten to ride with some of the 

world's best and most famous riders: Sala, 
Peterhansel, Tianan, Summers, Malcolm, Larry, Dick, 
Cranke, Boisvert, Penton Penton, Hough, Hough, 
Hough. Granted they all passed me like a falling safe, 
but Гуе gotten to see a lot of good riding being done. 
| almost took Tianan out once. See, І got so excited 
about catching him | forgot to wonder why he was 
slowing. Boulder field, he's going 10 and I’m going 
60. All | could see is that big red spot on his jersey 
and the words, "Lucky Strike." Little did he know 
there was a huge crash going on behind him. 

Okay, I'm probably not on their list of riding bud- 
dies, but recently | had the opportunity to go riding 
with someone they would all love to go riding with. 
Billy Uhl. Wow, no one stands out better in my 
romantic memory of how the Six Days really is. Back 
when riders ran the world, the International Six Day 
Trial was the race. When you look back in the yel- 
lowed memories of old Cycle News, Uhl led the way. 
Billy finished third in his world class at the Six Days 
competition in Italy in his prime, and this was one of 
best finishes of a U.S. rider at that time or since. 

Billy's father rode bikes and owned a bike shop and 
no doubt taught Billy how to ride. When Billy grew up 
he was racing flat track and was doing quite well. 
Better finishes meant better sponsors, better equip- 
ment, and without a doubt Billy would have had a very 
successful flat track career. But to quote Billy, “І just 
loved to ride so much." So, he quit the flat track cir- 
cuit and went cross-country. At a flat track you drive 
all night and ride a little, drive all night again and ride 
a little. In cross-country, you get to ride all day. You 
still get to drive all night, so it's the best of both 
worlds. 

So for what І feel is the right геаѕоп— “| just loved 
to ride so much,” Billy went to the top of the world by 
finishing third in his class. In fact, he had a flawless 
ride and didn’t drop the bike even once all week! Billy 
kept it on two wheels and the kickstand. Myself, | 
have a hard time getting the bike on the kickstand 
without dropping it, so a whole week is what legends 
are made of. He later went on to be the top perform- 
ing American rider at the first Six Days held in the 
U.S. in 1973. 

So Billy went to the top of the off-road world, then 
due to age, injuries, and just plain burnout, he retired 
from racing. Next, іп a move that puts him above all 
others in my book, Billy went his own way. Sure, he 
could have moved to Southern California and gotten a 
job hawking gadgets and go-fast secrets. But Billy 
headed up to the hills, turned his back on the wheels 
of commerce, and did his own thing. To me, that’s 
cool—to actually hear the beat of a different drummer 
and to lead your own life, instead of just following the 
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Whatever Happened to...? 
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Searching out Six Days veteran Billy Uhl in the wilds of Idaho 


almighty yen. 

Billy went to work for the state of Idaho, as a trail- 
builder, maintainer guy. Long before any of us real- 
ized we were going to get thrown out of all the public 
land in the country, Billy and his compatriots were 
establishing a trail system unmatched anywhere in 
the world. Idaho boasts 9,000 miles of single-track 
motorcycle trail. That's probably more than the rest of 
the country offers. This is the first reason Billy invited 
me up to ride with him. 

See, І don't figure Billy moved to 
the end of a 70-mile gravel road to © 
hook up with self-proclaimed mag- 
azine guys from New Jersey like 
myself. Billy's little town is what you 
might call "remote." He told me 
about one time when he and his two 
boys went out for groceries and it | _ 
snowed while they were gone. They 
were snowed out for six months 
before they could get back to their 
home. They stayed with friends for 
the first few days then did a drive- 
about all over the country. Don't we 
all wish we had the freedom to do 
something like that! 

A typical day for Billy would be to 
get on his old bike, which is cov- 
ered with tools, shovels, a chain- 
saw, Pulaski, McCloskey, and old 
leather saddle bags filled with lunch 


scape, when fresh-faced scientists discover these 
serpentine trails hung on the sides of mountains, they 
will find evidence of an ancient civilization. Billy's 
name will have been long forgotten, but his work will 
stand the test of time. Just as the Nazca lines and the 
unexplained heads of Easter Island confound us 
today, these motorcycle trails of Idaho will stymie 
tomorrow's scientists. 

So, as you sit there studying your fourth-quarter 
profit-and-loss report, don't you wish you could take 
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and goodies. He would head high up 
in the mountains, cutting logs off 
the trail and hand-cutting trail along 
steep, open faces. Most of the trails 
originally existed as animal traces, 
then Indian trails, next they were 
used by trappers, miners and now 
dirt bikes. Without the bikes and 
the people behind them, most of 
these trails would long ago have 
been lost to Mother Nature. 

First of all, the trails in Idaho are 
rough, not in a GNCC way but in a 
nature's splendor type of way. 
They're narrow, steep, rocky, and 
just plain difficult to ride. Just get- 
ting Billy and his tools to the job 
would wear out most mortal men. 
But then to spend all day chopping 
or digging at elevation? It's hard 
work, but very rewarding. 

The way І see it, long after civi- 
lization has collapsed, after the next 
ice age has resculpted the land- 


Thirty years ago, Billy Uhl was a fierce competitor in the International Six Day Trial, 
and unmistakable in his Hi-Point jacket and Smith Bros black beard. Today the beard 
is showing a little bit of white and his competing days are well past, but the fire to 
ride still burns strong. Below: Racing at an ISDT in the early ‘70s on one of the origi- 
nal Penton 175cc Jackpiners. 











Riding trail in the Sawtooths. He spends most of his time build- 
ing and maintaining trails in Idaho. 


your kids on a six-month drive-about and still con- 
tribute to mankind's legacy? You can, and this brings 
me back to why Billy agreed to visit with me and us. 

Idaho has all these excellent trails that have been 
pretty much kept secret. But times have changed, so 
Billy asked me to invite all of you to come ride with 
him. Now, he doesn't mean to just show up on his 
doorstep. We need to disperse across the state and 
ride every inch, of every trail, every year. 

The regulators are coming. They want the same 
thing they always want—control. For whatever rea- 
son, THEY want to control something they don't know 
anything about. Thankfully, Idaho's government is lit- 
tered with riders. It appears that, from the Governor 
down, dirt bikes have friends. That's not enough. 
Money and votes make the big wheels turn, so we 
simply need to show them more money and votes. Go 
online to www.idahoparks.org and order the $15 off- 
road sticker. Even if you never plan on going to Idaho, 
please, so | can have a place to ride, please buy a 
sticker. 

Then, since you already have the sticker, if you're 
like me and you hate to see that $15 thrown away, 
load the truck and head into the Idaho mountains. Pick 
any corner of the state, and order a map from the 
same place that sold you the sticker. The trail systems 
are pretty well marked, and you can usually find your 
way fairly easily. If you are new to mountain riding, it 
can be and should be fairly intimidating, but I'm about 
to share a secret weapon with you. 

Now just because Billy Uhl took the high road, grew 
a big beard, and made a living doing hard physical 
















labor, do not think for a minute he let his mind go idle. 
From here one could write a book following the wide 
and diverse path of Billy's life. You would be amazed 
at how broad his knowledge is. But that is his private 
life, and there certainly is not room here to detail all of 
his endeavors. 

ГІІ move ahead to the second reason Billy Uhl would 
want me to write to you. He has more to share with all 
of us. In the peaceful serenity of hard work and in the 
distillation of thought that solitude promotes, Billy 
devised a curriculum for teaching people how to ride. 
How to ride bikes, how to ride quads, and how to ride 
snowmobiles. The physical part was easy; the hard 
part was becoming accredited and accepted by the 
powers-that-be. Today, Billy travels all over the coun- 
try and teaches parks departments and conservation 
officers how to safely operate their off-highway vehi- 


Spring-loaded Disc Guard 
No more broken caliper 
mounting tabs. Folds in on 
impact. $64.95 


Stainless Knurled Bar Ends 
Solid-locking, no rotation, and vibration- 
damping o-rings. $18.95/pair 


What Did Santa 
Bring You? 


Upper and Lower Billet Triple Clamps 
Available in standard 20mm offset, or new 18mm offset to 
quicken up steering. For 2000 thru 2003 KTM models, 
includes Scott's Damper mounting kit and handguard 
mounts. Scott's Damper not included. $299.95 


cles. 

Yes, this puts him in direct competition with the 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation, but both parities have 
respect for each other. They are both sharing a com- 
mon goal of teaching safe riding, so there is no ani- 
mosity between the two programs. 

Okay, this is all nice and good, but few of you who 
are this deep into Trail Rider Magazine need entry- 
level quad lessons. This is where it gets really good 
because Billy's program works up from novice to 
"double expert." Double expert, huh? On the trails of 
Idaho, double expert means something. | bloated my 
skills and signed up for expert. 

This is where the fun really starts. First, my bike is 
broken, and it's late Sunday afternoon. School starts 
Tuesday a.m. Locally it is regarded as such an honor 
to ride with Billy that Bob Bosserman, the Boise KTM 


Bolt-on Tower for 
Scott's Steering 
Damper 
$69.95 
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dealer, opened his shop early Monday morning just to 
work on my bike. | can't even get shops at home to 
answer the phone, so for Bob to come in on his day 
off is pretty cool. When my bike needed parts that 
were not on the shelf, Joey stepped up and said, 
"Dude! You're going riding with Billy Uhl? Take my 
parts. Here, take the whole bike! Go ride with Billy 
then come back and tell us about it." So what I’m say- 
ing is without a great effort from friends, | would have 
missed my chance. Thanks, guys! 

| rolled Joey's 520 KTM in the truck, spent an hour 
chasing down provisions and headed up the hill. It 
takes about 3 hours to make the 70-mile drive 
because the road follows rivers loaded with fish and 
crosses mountain passes where deer and elk wait 
around every corner. Most of the drive is on gravel 
and dead ends at the wilderness boundary. The little 
town is so remote, you really should buy a shirt pro- 


claiming that you made the drive. Most of my buddies 
have only visited on bike. Imagine, Billy's hometown is 
an excellent dual-sport destination. No surprise to me. 

We met at the planned time and place. Billy was 
dressed in hiking boots, cargo pants and a wool shirt. 
Me, | had every appliance offered by southern 
California. Special riding boots, special pants, pads 
galore. Back pack, waist pack, Gore-Tex; a genuine 
Cordura model. Billy was amused at my appearance. 
In my own defense, | had no idea what was in store for 
me. Did he have his own way of dealing with pushy 
editor types? 

We rode out to an open pasture and talked about his 
riding school and did some elementary exercises. In 
the first ten minutes he taught me how to balance in 
place like a trials rider. In the next ten minutes he 
taught me how to lift the rear wheel off the ground 
using the front brake and how to swing the rear end 


ENDURO ENGINEERING 


OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


SECURE ONLINE ORDERING!! 


Is Your KTM Seat a Pain in the @#% 


Not to worry, Enduro Engineering has a softer solution. 
We carry complete seats in both std soft & tall soft models. 
In addition, EE also offers seperate seat foams and seat 
covers. No matter which way you go, your rear end will 
thank you. 


Wrap Around Rear Disc Guard 





Made of aircraft grade aluminum, this new guard is built 

to last. Specially designed to wrap around the brake carrier, 
it is 250% stronger than standard bolt on disc guards. 
Impacts are absorbed by the entire carrier, not just 

the mounting tabs. 


part no. 13-044 Only $59.95 


6081 S. Martin Luther King Blvd. Lansing MI 48911 


Ph: (517) 393-2421 


Fx: (517) 393-0632 





web: www.enduroeng.com 


FLATLAND 


реда CING 


Quality & Precision Off-Road Products 


For KTM, GasGas, Yamaha and more, constantly adding new products & models! 
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Sturdy Skid Plates for 
KTM, GasGas, Yamaha 
made of 3/16" alum. 


Best Radiator 
Guards available 
at the lowest prices? 


Laser cut 1/8" alum. Pipe 
Guards are pre-formed to 
fit most popular makes. 


Call for a free catalog and see the rest of our extensive product line! 
Phone toll free: 877-375-5527 Fax to: 620-342-0091 e-mail to: Support FlatlandRacing.com 
1336 Woodland, Emporia, KS 66801 


Order On The Web! www.FlatlandRacing.com 
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around using my knee, making even the tightest 
Switch back ridable. Ten minutes later he had taught 
me to do a U turn on an 8-inch wide trail. 

We talked about the history of the trails, route find- 
ing in the mountains, finding old trails, and building 
new ones. He talked with great excitement about the 
"Fisheye" and the "Platform" switchbacks that he had 
designed. We spent a couple of hours just riding 
around and sight-seeing. He would lead, І would lead, 
and we both made mistakes. It was just a couple of 
guys out riding for fun. 

He just smiled when I got to the platform switchback 
and knew just what to do. | could describe it to you, 
but it is basically an environmentally friendly way of 
turning bikes on a steep grade. It will never erode or 
break down. The fisheye switchback was even more 
interesting but still environmentally friendly, and this 
turn can really open up some new terrain. That's 
where our conversation went next—new trails. 

Even as friendly and pro-moto as the Idaho govern- 
ment is, the Greens are still after us. Every season, 
bits and pieces of trail are taken away, and they are 
often right in the middle of a loop. The saddest thing 
about this is they just don't understand. They seek 
power and control and just don't understand how they 
mess things up. They confuse power with knowledge 
and try to fix something that is not broken. We have 
to speak out, and now! BUY THE STICKER. Write 
Idaho Senator Craig and go ride the trails. If we don't 
show strong force today, they will continue to dis- 
mantle the absolute best trail system in the world. 

Here's one more thing you can do to help preserve 
trail riding for future generations. FE.A. (Forest 
Education Assembly) is the organization that delights 
in bringing you the Billy ОМ Riding School™. The orga- 
nization has actually set up a legal fund to create a 
financial base large enough so we can fight back. As 
Billy says, "Ultimately, the courts are where this battle 
will be won." You really can make a difference in this 
arena, so make your contribution to the legal fund by 
sending a check made out.to F.E.A. Mail it to Billy Uhl, 
c/o 111 Broadway, Suite 133-150, Boise, ID 83702. 
Billy guaranteed me that your funds will be used to 
keep trail riding a reality instead of something you can 
only read about in a history book or hear old-timers 
lament about its death. 

If riding is close to your soul and you seek more 
adventure in your life and would like the opportunity 
to ride with one of our most respected riders, seek 
Billy out and go riding in Idaho. If you are a park 
ranger or ride a quad at work, get with Billy and have 
him teach you and your group safe riding skills. If you 
are an expert, Billy has advice for you too. 

In closing, | want to express gratitude to all the peo- 
ple who made this day possible for me, number one, 
Paul “Whitey” Clipper, for being a dedicated enthusi- 
ast. He also turned his back on a glossy California 
career, moved home, and took this magazine its own 
way. | want to thank Bob Bosserman at the Boise KTM 
shop for being a friend. | want to say "Hey" to Craig 
Garver, a true leader and guide. He's pretty good on a 
bike, too. Joey and Eldorado for all the unmention- 
ables, Morgan for reaching out in the first place. Then 
there's Flannel Guy, Kenley, Ronzi, Junk Yard, The 
Hippies, Wrecking Ball, Bud and Bud Lite, and the 
entire Idaho State Government. | want to reach out 
and say hello to Mike McGowan and his family. | want 
to thank Mark and Mark and Mark. My brother, the 
Professor. | want to thank all the advertisers who by 
seeking out this magazine must understand the 
importance riding means to them. It means some- 
thing to me, and it definitely means something to Billy 
Uhl. 

Riding gives my life—uhhh well, riding gives me...a 


writer's block right now. Let me try another way. If you 
were to take away all that riding gives me—all the 
friends, all the future plans and all the old stories, take 
away all my bikes, all my old boots and helmets, take 
all my trophies, empty the garage, take away all the 
magazines that | read and those that | write—well, | 
would be a very different person; and | like who I’ve 
become. 

You would have to take away memories from all the 
way back in my life. | wasn’t a bicycle stunt jumper 
just to be a bicycle stunt jumper. No, it was always 
practice for when | would be big enough to ride a 
motorcycle. 

| want to thank my mom and dad for providing an 
environment where | could fulfill my dreams to the 
best of my ability. Dad started it. 
It’s not my fault. He rode a 
Bultaco in the 60s, he took me to | 
the shop the day | discovered the 
world of Six Day events. | was 
about 13, and | was hanging 
around the goggle rack. | needed 
anew pair of goggles. Carrera 98s 
were all the rage, and my life 
would surely end if | didn’t get 
those goggles. The price was Sex 
$9.99. | was getting whiney when 
shop owner Jeff Larkin stepped іп f 
and said, "Here, why don’t you try £ 
a pair of these, they’re what Billy 
Uhl uses.” He handed me a pair of 
those old High Point plastic- 
framed enduro glasses. Then, he 
opened a copy of Cycle News with 
a photo showing Billy grinding 
through the mud in some far-off $ 
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ULTRA MAX VALVING SYSTEM 


e Increase traction and control. 
e Virtually eliminate deflection. 


e Highest flowing fork and shock 
valve system in the world. 


MOTO PRO 


country, wearing those @ 
glasses. 

Now, | was really driving 
my mother crazy. | wore 
those glasses everywhere, 
to school and to bed. Now 
my life had purpose. І was- 
n't just riding around the 
back field practicing for 45- 
minute World Grand Prix 
motos. І was practicing for # 
an event that would last six 
days long! 

"MOM! І need more gas! І 
can't leave the make-believe 



















Above: Uhl posing with his sponsor's product, in a Hi-Point 
catalog shot circa 1972. The photo was taken in John 
Penton's apple orchard. Left: Charlie at the end of the road, 
looking towards Billy's back yard. 


work area. You need to come out and time a special 
test!" 

"Wait till your father gets home. Did you do your 
homework?" 

“Mom, I’m doing my homework!” 4 


Contact Billy at www.ohvtraining.org 

Contact Boise KTM at www.motosports-boise.com 

Boise Ridge Riders are at www.boiseridgeriders.org 

Get in touch with Idaho’s Senator Craig by writing 
him at 304 N 8th St., Rm 149, Boise, ID 83702, or 
send him a fax at 208-343-2458. 


Bladder ——— 
conversion kit. A 





Symmetrical 5 port 
PDS shock valve. 






















Ў) Symmetrical 4 port 
- WP fork valve. 





800-277-5089 


www.moto-pro.com 
20016 182nd Ave. N.E. Woodinville, WA 98072-6601 
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SETRA/Moose Racing Hare Scrambles Series 


By David Sutton 





NEW DEAL 





New kid in town, but the old kid's still around 


Yellow Creek Crossing H.S. 
Round 1, Clanton, AL 9/22/02 
б" months ago, Paul Clipper wrote ап article 
about getting his bike in tip-top shape for the first 
race of the season. New chain and sprockets, new 
tires and brake pads, etc. were installed a week or so 
before the event with anticipation of a great season. 
Upon arriving at the race, Paul did a quick check of 
the course to discover recent heavy rains were going 
to make for a tough run, so he decided to keep the 
bike safe and secure it in the van, grab his camera and 
give a good race report. | can't say | did not think 
about sitting this one out as well! 

The weekend before the race, Tropical Storm 
Hannah dumped up to 12 inches of rain in some parts 
of the Southeast, followed by another storm, Isadore, 
that did the same a couple of days before the race. 
But, that's what we'd been praying for here in the 
drought-stricken Southeast. Steady rain started 
falling again about 4:00 a.m. on race day and didn't 
end until about 30 minutes after the race concluded. 
The Clanton Track & Trail Club did an outstanding job 
of routing the course and helping riders in need. "The 
course was perfect yesterday, but with the arrival of 
Isadore's runoff, it could get tough. Thank goodness 
we have plenty of help today. We are going to need 
them!" club president Royce Wyatt reported. 

The two-race format was canned in favor of one 
race, that was scheduled to begin at 11:00 a.m.—and 
by gosh the club got it off at 11:00 rain or not! At the 
sound of the gun, the AAs blasted off up the power 
line hill and into the woods with rookie AA rider Cycle 
Specialties-sponsored Russell Bobbitt leading the 
charge. The 16-year-old Bobbitt showed the veterans 
he can really go in super muddy and wet conditions 
as he never lost the lead and won by a comfortable 





LM 2 ERIN . ILL 


Russell Bobbitt, #14, leads the AA riders up the start hill at 
the Yellow Leaf Creek Crossing hare scrambles. 
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today. | was doing okay with my sight 
until | started lapping some riders. І 
started looking for low hanging tree M 
limbs with wet leaves to brush across : 
my eyes to help clean the mud off," 
remarked Bobbitt after the longest | 
three lap event in recent history. 
Rounding out the top five was Suzuki- 
mounted Landon Carter in second, 
another AA rookie, Steve Henson in 
third, KTM-mounted Eric Rentschler in 
fourth, and Carsten Cagle in fifth on a 
Husky. ў 
The hotly competitive 200 A class 
was won by Dennis Johnson with H & 
H KTM rider Andrew Kendrick nipping 
at his heels. Ray Wood made his 
return to SETRA after a nineteen year 





Randy Hawkins has a long history at SETRA races, and he's always a major 
threat in any event he enters. He took the win at Cherokee. 


Photos by Racedaypix.com 
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Jason Chancey took the holeshot at Cherokee, then stuck to 
Hawkins’ rear fender for most of the race, finishing second. 


retirement by finishing second in the Master C. The 
250 A Class was won by Yamaha jockey Robert 
Blalock with mud-riding specialist Keith “Bullet” 
Bowman in tow followed by Neely-promoted A class 
rider, Tim King. 

No doubt finishing was an accomplishment today. 
Three years ago І can recall seeing Bobbitt at the ten- 
der age of 13 at a dual sport ride in Kentucky with his 
dad. (man - has he progressed quickly!) He not only 
showed today that he can run with the AAs, he can 
beat them, as well. Will a rookie win the champi- 
onship? It's going to be interesting. 





Cherokee Hare Scrambles 
Round 2, October 13, 2002 

What a difference a year can make. Last year it 
seemed that first half of the season was full of dry, 
dusty runs. If the first two rounds of this year are any 
indication, the water truck has been fixed and is back 
on the track! A good steady rain started falling in the 
wee hours of the morning and quit around 8:30 a.m. 
The Cherokee Motorcycle Club has hosted this event, 
as well as the national enduro, since the early '90s 
and they do a terrific job. Most of the times they 
choose to slow the pace down with plenty of single- 
track trail, but not this year. There were lots of two 


SAY IT AIN'T SO! 


About a week before the first hare scramble of the 
2002-03 SETRA season, | heard a rumor that two- 
time champ Rod Stuckey was sitting the season out. 
To find the truth in the matter, І did what any good 
reporter would do and called him at one of his deal- 
erships to set the record straight. "Hey Rod, | heard 
you may sit this year out. That's a rumor sent out by 
one of your competitors, right?" 

"Well, yes it is true. My Dad just turned sixty and 
he and mom want to do some traveling in their RV, 
and | want them to as well. He has worked very hard 
to build the three shops. | am getting the right peo- 
ple in place so that | will not have to put tons of 
hours in myself, but it is going to take time. My 
daughter has just turned one and І want to tighten 
things up a little bit at home, too. With school last 
year, running three shops, and racing - even though 




























| won my second championship — it just wasn't as 
much fun. Іт not retiring, I'm just taking a year off. 
When І come back next year, it’s going to be all about 
fun, because that’s what racing is all about - fun!” 

He is going to be missed big time. 


Where the story continues: \ 


KTM SPORTMOTORCYCLE USA, INC., 1119 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
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KTM'S LEGENDARY SX RACING 4-STROKES 
continue to strike fear into the competition 
and bring home the gold. Bout after bout, 
the SX models have what it takes for a 
knockout performance: perfect chassis setup 
– enhanced during the 2002 World GP and 
U.S. outdoor season. Engines with limitless 
power that bark with conviction. Reduced 
weight and vastly improved handling, proven 
into the late rounds by veteran heavyweights 
Joel Smets and John Dowd. Fear not, the 
KTM SX 4-Stroke challenge awaits you. 


Prove yourself at a KTM dealer near you. 











track trail, some jeep roads and wide single track, 
which made for а pass-friendly course. Oh yeah-l 
can’t leave out the ever-present pass through the 
chicken house (minus the chickens.) 

Thank goodness for the split race format, less traf- 
fic and the races just flow better. The four-lap morn- 
ing race got off at 11:00 a.m. Long time SETRA rider 
Jim Ford holeshot the Master A field yet another time 
aboard a Gas-Gas 300, and led wire to wire for the 
win. He was followed by Jimmy Lynch. It looks like 


Cherokee H.S. 5. Ryan Rissler Suz 
Overall Champion Junior 

Randy Hawkins Yam 1. Tyler MacDonald Yam 
200 C 2. Matthew Schneider Hon 
1. Scott Able KTM 3. Ryan Overton Kaw 
2. Alex McRee KTM . 4. Cameron Allen Suz 
3. Jon Rainey Gas 5. Blake Raines Kaw 
4. Matthew Strickland Yam Light Trail 

5. Blake Breedlove Yam 1. Bret Zaro Suz 
250 C 2. David Sides Suz 
1. Jeff Booher Kaw 3. Corey Conover Suz 


2. Chris George Suz 4. Calvin Thackston Yam 
3. Benjamin Whaley KTM 5. Preston Winsett Hbg 
4. Doug Attridge KTM X Master A 

5. Jason Flynn SUZ 1. Jim Ford Gas 
Four Stroke C 2. Jimmy Lynch KTM 
1. Geoff Poole Hon 3. Richard Patterson KTM 
2. Jeff Trull Hon 4. John Snyder Kaw 
3. Randy Dean KTM Master B 

4. David M Smith KTM 1. Bill Watkins KTM 
5. Bill Edefield Yam 2. William Durham КТМ 
Grand Master 3. Jeb Barrow KTM 
1. Dan Freeland Gas 4. Jack Burt KTM 
2. Glenn Brock KTM — 5.Steve Corlee Suz 
Heavy Trail ~ Master C 

1. Charles Doster Kaw 1. Jack Baldwin Gas 
2. Charles Roberts Suz 2. Steve Blackman KTM 
3. Nick Greene Yam 3. Robert Dahiman KTM 
4. Timothy Baxley Yam 4. Sonny Roberts KTM 


Frank Schoenbeck is still the man to beat in Super 
Senior A, as he easily won the class, as well as the 
overall. The best race of the morning was in the ever- 
popular 200C class. Scott Able, Alex McRee, and Jon 
Rainey were trading plastic all morning with Able 
hanging on at the end. This class is going to be fun to 
watch. Ginny Parker won the women’s division, for the 
second straight time. It seems her new Suzuki is suit- 
ing her just fine. 

Seventeen AA riders blasted off the line with 2002 





SETRA Enduro Champ Jason Chancey leading the 
pack in the woods. The Neely Racing KTM-backed 
rider had team Yamaha's Randy Hawkins and 
Kingsport Suzuki Kawasaki's Doby Leonard hot on his 
trail. Hawkins managed to find a way around Chancey 
just before the conclusion of the first lap. For four laps 
Chancey stayed glued to Randy's rear fender. With two 
laps remaining, Hawkins turned on the afterburner 
and by the end of lap six, the final lap, finished ahead 
by two minutes. Leonard was around 20 seconds 





5. Kenneth Dodson Hon 1. Dean Staley KTM 
Open С 2. Chad Moore KTM 
1. Greg Griswold KTM 3. Kai Ramadan KTM 
2. Troy Platt KTM 4.Patrick Campbell Suz 
3. Shane Hyman Can 5. Mike Feazel KTM 
4. Dewayne Durham Gas Women 


5. Harmon Williams KTM 1. Ginny Parker Suz 
Super Senior A 2. Lauren Huey Yam 
1. Frank Schoenbeck Yam 200A 

2. Alan Martin Gas 1. Andrew Kendrick KTM 
3. Johnny Futo KTM 2. Dennis Johnson KTM 
4. Danny Burkhalter KTM 3. Robbie Neeley KTM 
5. Johnny Able KTM 4. Taylor Reynolds КТМ 
Super Senior B 5. Josh Leigh KTM 
1. Royce Wyatt КТМ 2008 

2. Herb Coleman KTM 1. Luke Durham KTM 
3. Steve Stansel, Sr. Yam 2. Justin King Gas 
4. Jimmy Livingston Hon 3. Dustin Stevens KTM 
5. Clint Johnson KTM 4. Michael Fraser KTM 
Super Senior C 5. Andrew Matusek Suz 
1. Robert Snyder КТМ 250A 

2. Randy Knapp Hon 1. Tim King Gas 
Senior C 2. Roger Guthrie Hon 
1. Steve Deloach KTM 3. Clifford Ousley Yam 
2. Mark Fuller Kaw 4. Chris Oys Yam 
3. Bates Beckham KTM 5. Gary Carrier Suz 
4. David Brookins КТМ 2508 

5. Scott Cooper Yam 1. Steve Peek Yam 


Veteran C 2. Mike Watkins Suz 


3. Mark Loyd Kaw 3. Adam Delph Hon 
4. John Hoyer Hon 4. David Davis KTM 
5. Seth Derryberry Suz 5. Gene Zobel Hon 
Four Stroke A Senior A 

1. Mark Lee Yam 1. Pat Williamson Gas 

2. Nikki Green KTM 2. Arty Spencer KTM 
3. Shaun Dailey Yam 3. Ken Painter KTM 
4. Daniel Monsrud Can 4. Jimmy Pratt Gas 

5. Chris Clark KTM 5. David Holbrook Kaw 
Four Stroke B Senior B 

1. Sean Dillon Yam 1. Marvin McCarson Yam 
2. Hank Turner Yam 2. Greg Armour Yam 
3. Benjie Whitey Yam 3. Ken Conover KTM 
4. Brad Barber Yam 4. Keith Bartleson KTM 
5. Mathew Rutledge KTM 5. John Wilson KTM 
AA Veteran A 

1. Jason Chancey KTM 1. Mike Grizzle KTM 
2. Doby Leonard Suz 2. Steve Saunders KTM 
3. Russell Bobbitt Gas 3. Steve Hardeman КТМ 
4. Bryan Henson KTM 4. Scott Krueger KTM 
5. Hutch May Kaw 5. Doug Waskan Hon 
OpenA Veteran B 

1. Paul McCall KTM 1. John Cardozo KTM 
2. Mitch McRee KTM 2. Michael Shealy Suz 

3. Mark Hutchinson KTM 3. Shane Sexton Suz 

4. John Carr KTM . 4. Mike Burnett Yam 
Open B 5. Scott Simmons ^ Gas 

1. Bryan Jernigan KTM 

2. Curtis Turner Gas 
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behind Chancey most of the day, but closed the gap at 
the checkered flag to two seconds. Russell Bobbitt 
nailed down fourth with KTM-mounted Steve Henson 





Long-time SETRA racer Jim Ford leads the Master A class 
into the woods. He's won the class every race so far. 


Мне ше эму чопиписә: ууу. пипиәа 


КТМ SPORTMOTORCYCLE USA, INC., 1119 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 


e New wider front fender. 


* Excel Rims. 


* New tapered Renthal aluminum handlebar. 
* Hydraulic actuated clutch with braided steel line. 


* New seat with softer foam. 


е 48mm WP fork with triple guide bushings. 

е Lighter crankshaft and clutch basket reduces overall weight by 2.6 Ibs. 
* Improved carburetor, cylinder and head. 

* Externally adjustable WP PDS shock absorber. 


* Stronger hubs and larger 26mm front axle. 


e Formula-1 inspired Brembo Disc Brakes. 


е New "super clean” styling. 


* Large capacity easy access airbox. 


rounding out the top five. | caught up to Chancey at 
race’s end to see what his plans were for the year 
since he rarely shows up at a hare scramble: “І plan 
on riding more scrambles this year for sure — it will 
keep me sharper for the enduros.” AA guys — beware! 

H& H KTM rider Andrew Kendrick scored yet anoth- 
er win in 200 A over Dennis Johnson and Robbie 
Neely. Bryan Jernigan and Curtis Turner had a good 
battle going in Open B with Jernigan taking the win on 
a KTM 300. 2002 Senior В champ Pat Williamson has 





Yellow Leaf Creek H.S. 5. Jason Barrett Gas 

Overall Champion C 250 

Russell Bobbitt Gas 1. Jason Flynn Suz 

А 200 2. Jaroslav Lajgot Kaw 
1. Dennis Johnson 3. Doug Attridge KTM 
2. Andrew Kendrick КТМ 4. Carl Grizzle Yam 
3. Mark Kelly Yam 5. Ben Hatcher Gas 

4. Josh Leigh KTM A Four Stroke 

B 200 1. Mark Lee Yam 
1. Justin King Gas 2. Nick Gentry Yam 
2. Justin Monsrud Gas 3. Shaun Dailey Yam 
3. Taylor Reynolds KTM 4. Jon Phillips Hon 
4. Matt Hadley B Four Stroke 

C 200 1. Sean Dillon Yam 
1. Blake Wood 2. Matthew Rutledge KTM 
2. Bruce Diplacido KTM 3. Brad Barber Yam 
3. Matt Sharp Hon 4. Benjie Whitey Yam 
4. Brian Eve C Four Stroke 

А 250 1. David Smith KTM 
1. Robert Blalock Yam 2. Lowell Hettrick Yam 
2. Keith Bowman Hon 3. Adam Schreffler 

3. Tim King Gas AA 

4. Chris Oys Yam 1. Landon Carter Suz 

5. Nathan Phillips Kaw 2. Steve Henson KTM 
B 250 3. Eric Rentschler KTM 
1. Michael Watkins Suz 4. Carsten Cagle Hus 
2. Seth Derryberry Suz 5. Bryan Henson KTM 
3. Mark Shuler KTM Junior 

4. Curtis King Yam 1. Blake Raines Kaw 


adjusted to the A class for sure, as the Gas-Gas rider 
won the very competitive Senior A class, over Arty 
Spencer and Ken Painter. 

The biggest winner of the day — at least by the excit- 
ed look on his face—wasn't a racer, but a spectator. 
Just as we were getting ready to load up for the day, 
a jubilant six- or seven-year-old boy came up to me to 
say, “Hey - look what І got - Randy Hawkins gave me 
his cap, his jersey and he signed it!” Thanks, Randy! 
You were bigger than Santa on this day. Ж 


2. Ryan Overton Kaw 2. Kenne Hicks 

A Masters 3. Herbert Coleman KTM 
1. Jim Ford Gas  ASenior 

2. Jimmy Lynch KTM 1. Pat Williamson Gas 
B Masters B Senior 

1. Steve Chancey KTM 1. Tom Farmer Yam 
2. Jeb Bárrow 2. Greg Armour Yam 
3. Jack Burt KTM 3. Keith Bartleson KTM 
C Masters 4. David Sutton KTM 
1. Steve Blackman КТМ С Senior 

2. Sonny Roberts KTM 1. Mark Fuller Kaw 
A Open 2. Tracy Davis 

1. Mark Hutchinson КТМ 3. Allen Davis Hon 
2. John Carr Hbg 4. Mark Sheats Hon 
B Open A Veteran 

1. Bryan Jernigan KTM 1. Rick Wiles 

2. Bruce Gann Hon 2. Glenn Hollingshead Kaw 
3. Brian Parrish Tm 3. Steve Hardeman KTM 
4. Curtis Turner Gas 4. Douglas Waskan 

5. David Davis KTM В Veteran 

C Open 1. Brett Burkitt KTM 
1. Dewayne Durham Gas 2. Todd Oden KTM 
2. Greg Griswold KTM C Veteran 

3. Chris Milde KTM 1. Chad Moore KTM 
4. Harmon Williams КТМ 2. Doug Hicks 

A Super Senior 3. Gary Hughey Hon 
1. Frank Schoenbeck Yam 4. Charles Colehour Yam 
B Super Senior Women 

1. James Livingston 1. Ginny Parker Suz 
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NETRA/Moose Racing Enduro Series By Joe McLaughlin 


Neil Dennett wraps up his championship at the Black & Blue enduro 


Round 11, West Stafford, CT 11/3 
А" event in New England can be blessed with 
ummer-like weather or cursed with conditions 
more associated with mid-winter. The 2002 version of 
the CT Ramblers Black & Blue enduro had the latter. 
A small snow storm the morning of the event made 
just getting there a challenge for those coming from 
the north and west, as roads began to look like a 
demolition derby at the town fair. 

Luckily, none of the white stuff fell heavily in the 
Stafford, Connecticut, area, leaving dry and cold con- 
ditions for the competitors. Cliff Cycles' KTM-spon- 
sored Neil Dennett came into the day with nothing to 
gain, but certainly a lot to lose with his eighteen-point 
lead over Razee KTM pilot Hans Мей. Basically, 
Dennett would have to DNF, and Neff would have to 
finish third or better to wrestle the championship 
from Dennett. Іп Dennett's position, it's always a 
tough call. Do you simply ride around at a leisurely 
pace and finish in the points, or just do what you've 
been doing all season long and hope to stay in the 
groove? 

Based on the scores, it appears Dennett chose to go 


for it and rode his usual pace. In the end, it was 
Anthony Geraci taking the overall win, besting 
Dennett by 67 emergency points, since both were tied 


at fifteen points for the day. These two riders were the E 


only big repeat winners this year, after Patrick 
Timothy experienced a season-ending injury in round 
three. The dynamic duo was followed in by four rid- 
ers tied with eighteen-point scores. Neff edged out 
GNCC regular Dave Gunn by thirteen seconds, fol- 
lowed by Dave Carlson, Jr. thirty-eight seconds 
behind Gunn, and Aldo's KTM's Brooks Hamilton 
trailing twenty-four seconds behind Carlson. Carlson 
earned yet another A High Point trophy and has put 


together one heck of a season, finishing sixth overall = 


for the year! Next year, he will join the elite AA field. 


In the B class, Tom Canesi wrung out his КТМ 125 i: 


for the High Point B award, while Gene Howe took the 
C High Point trophy home with him. Don Hoginski 
cruised uncontested to the Masters class win and 
"Cousin" Bill Johnson roosted his mighty XR200 to 
the top of the Super Senior class. 

Right out of the gate, Anthony Geraci set a blazing 
pace through the morning's first test. Losing only 


"Y 


Left: Anthony Geraci took a well deserved win at the Black and Blue. Above: Neil 
Dennett rode as hard as he usually does, only came up with second overall, but 
wrapped up the '02 championship. Top: High Point B winner Tom Canesi. 
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Above: А rider tops out on the last rock hill before the fin- 
ish. Most were too tired for it at that point! Below: Mark 
Bouvier picks his way through the rocks. See that Trail Rider 
sticker? Of course he's getting his photo in the mag! 


3:30, he was followed by Jim Price (3:59), Hans Neff 
(4:24), Dennett (4:32) and Raffi Peterson (4:40). In 
the sections that followed, most of the AA field man- 
aged to go 1-0, including Geraci, Dennett, Neff, 
Hamilton and Price, leaving things pretty tight coming 
into the gas stop. 

With the course pretty well covered in leaves, some 
riders chose not to go back out on their original min- 
utes at the Known Control leaving the gas, hoping for 
a clearer trail. This clustered some of the faster riders 
together and made for some really tight racing for the 
second half of the day. Two small sections made up 
the fourth and fifth tests. Here Dennett put the ham- 
mer down to go 1-0, followed by the 1-1 scores of 
Geraci, Neff, Gunn, Hamilton, Price and Rick Claxton. 

The sixth test would prove to be the longest, though 
not the most difficult of the day. The ten-plus mile sec- 
tion was an awesome mix of single-track trail weaving 
through loamy woods with only a handful of rocks. 
Following this was several miles mixed between sin- 
gle-track woods and grass track. The pace was hot for 
the whole section, for sure. Many riders look forward 
to letting loose on the grass-track section, familiar to 
many CT Ramblers events. 

Setting the pace in this long section was a handful 
of riders who managed to squeak through with two's. 
They were Geraci, Dennett, Hamilton and John Day. 



































Solid state electronics, including 
6 ounce self charging NiCad battery, 
housed in compact (4.5" x 3" x 1") 
aluminum case mounted behind 
head light assembly. 


Complete kit 
FF including headlight, 
integral directianals, 
taillight assembly, Horn, brake light 
switch, wiring harness, and control 
switch weight of about 5 Ib. 







The most compact and 
lightest multi sport kit. 


@LINE 


www.elineaccessories.com ® Tel: 












508-295-0812 


856-7 19- 1448 


OR FAX TO 856-719-1451 


Operated by 
GARY NOBLE 


"A rider who knows what riders want" 


LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA 
AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 


115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 


POWERSPORTS 


Parts & Accessories for 
Motorcycles, ATVs & Jet Skis 


/ 508.337.3132 | 
- DugasEngineering.com 


when a 5 hour race is won or lost by seconds...you will 
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Jeff McDougal tied for the win in the B Bantam class, but 
emergency seconds knocked him down to second place. 


Price saw his day come to an end early when his bike 
started making noises like a pepper grinder. Bad luck! 

Another test of two relatively short sections fol- 
lowed the grass track. Geraci, Dennett, Gunn and 
Carlson were fastest through sections seven and 
eight, all with 2-1 scores. Several followed them with 
3-1's. 

In the final section, the most technical of the day, 
Geraci once again set the pace through the rocks and 


NEW! 

Rubber Mounted 
YZF/WR Triple Clamps. 
Also available in 

Blue Anodized! 


NEW! 
HS Compression 
Adjuster Shock Springs. 


RANDY HAWKINS : Factory Connection 


600-221-7560 


www.factoryconnection.com 
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A Senior 





Black & Blue 


2. E.Thomas Law 


Class Results 3. Jeff Clark 66 
Overall Champion 4. Dave Jonas 79 
Anthony Geraci 15 5. John Hendrich 82 
High Point A C Veteran 

Dave Carlson Jr 18 1. Mike Waters 57 
High Point B 2. Paul Clough 59 
Tom Canesi 26 3. Rees Harris 65 
High Point С 4. Tim O'Neill 71 
Gene Howe 48 5. Chris Wolfe 71 
Masters С Bantam 

1. Don Hoginski ck12 1. Rob Defranzo 52 
Super Senior 2. Steve Puget 58 
1. Bill Johnson 43 3. Justin Hunter 85 
2. Al Zitta 52 4. Chris Morgridge ck14 
3. Kevin Leonard 60 5. Francis Kaess ck11 
4. Mike Smith 68 B Four Stroke 

5. Dave Mathisen 86 1. Jody Shirey 27 
C Four Stroke 2. Greg Smith 34 
1. Dan McAuliffe 52 3. John Pryzbylski 36 
2. Joe Congdon 68 4. Dave Lynch 39 
3. Jeff Daniel 70 5. John Considine 40 
4. Rich Pagano 73 В Неауу 

5. Norm Noble 74 1. Gary Ryan 35 
C Light 2. Steve Sheppard 35 
1. Gene Howe 48 3. Dave Galisewski 41 
2. Andrew Jones 63 4. Rich Collins 43 
C Heavy 5. Dave Mckosky 46 
1. Mike Brassard 78 B Light 

2. Jon Gaudreau 81 1. Dennis Carr 28 
C Senior 2. Dan Marrs 28 
1. Linus Howard 48 3. D. Wernersbach 43 





4. Pete Menard 


5. Joe Bachiochi 57 1. Roger Rodrique 23 
B Bantam 2. Steve Ribbe 29 
1. Dean Huff 34 3. Duncan Broatch 29 
2. Jeff McDougal 34 4. Kevin Corbeil 30 
3. Pete Kelly 40 5. Steve Peloquin 30 
4. George Dietrich 41 A Heavy 

5. Dan Joseph 43 1. Doug Simone 33 
В Уеіегап 2. Магк Тоїһ 38 
1. Normand Roy 36 3. Keith Goodell 49 
2. Tim Weaver 37 4. Matt Bingham ck12 
3. Lance Brown 38 5. Dan Solomone ck8 
4. Mike Ledoux 41 A Light 

5. Scott Lussier 42 1. Carl Andrews 20 
B Senior 2. Art Korn 21 
1. Brian Chapman 31 3. Bill Sironen 25 
2. Rich Mitchell 35 4. Alan Ross 25 
3. Jeff Cote 38 5. Stephen Fastert 14 
4. Russ Waters 43 A Bantam 

5. Mike Mumford 48 1. John Day 19 
A Four Stroke 2. Martin Griff 21 
1. Dave Carlson Jr 18 3. Paul Smith 23 
2. Jim Green 20 4. Mike Carlon 24 
3. Pat Armstrong 22 5. Shawn Mason 24 
4. Jerry Randall 22 AA 

5. Alan Rustici 27 1. Neil Dennett 15 
A Veteran 2. Hans Neff 18 
1. Geoff Wurlitzer 25 3. Dave Gunn 18 
2. Rich Seymour 25 4. Brooks Hamilton 18 
3. Austin Jalbert 27 5. Raffi Peterson 21 
4. Воб Водіе 29 

5. Joe Mcloughlin 30 








mud with a 4:22 score. He was followed very closely 
by Dennett (4:27), Gunn (4:28) Peterson (4:29), and 
Neff (4:32). 

After a chilly day of riding, the Ramblers utilized the 
indoor facility to tally up all of the scores and serve 
hot food for the riders, workers and spectators. With 
all scoring complete, NETRA has a new Grand 
Champion in the enduro series. Congratulations to 


Veil Dennett for putting together a spectacular season 
of consistent riding! Even though they were not close 
in points at the season's end, Hans Neff and Anthony 
Geraci also put in some fine riding to keep Dennett 
honest the whole way through. 

Certainly, congratulations to all class champions 
who rode hard this year to take a title. It was a nail- 
biter right down to the finish. See you next season! t 
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Pro-Circuit Pipes Call 
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hain and Sprocket Kits 


Includes Renthal R1 Gold Chain, 

Front + Rear Sprockets $124.99 
Renthal O-Ring Chain and Sprocket Kits 
Includes Renthal R3 Gold Chain, 















Front + Rear Sprockets $139.99 
Renthal Chain and Sprockets 

Front Sprockets $19.99 
Rear Sprockets $49.99 
R1 Gold Chain $59.99 
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MHR Top End Gasket Kits 


Includes Genuine HONDA Gaskets 


















Genuine HONDA Brake Pads 
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Includes Genuine HONDA Lever & Perch 






























Head+Base A diodes Front Rear 96-02 CR80 $24.99 
90-02 САВО $1599 $15.99 $25.99 $25.99 | 90.00 ^ CR125250&500 $24.99 
90-99  CR125 $14.99 $29.99 а 

МНЕ Clutch Kits 
00-02 СА125 $10.99 $16.99 Includes Genuine HONDA Friction Plates, 
95-01  CR250 $19.99 $27.99 Metal Plates & Drain Washer. 
02 CR250 $15.99 $24.99 А CR80 | With Springs 
90-01 CR500 $2299 524.99 95-02  CR125,250,500 $32.99 | 90-02 CREO $51.99 $58.99 
MHR Piston Kits Includes Genuine REAR 96-02 CR80 $25.99 | 90-99  CR125 $102.99 $112.99 
HONDA Piston, Ring, Wrist Pin, Bearing, Clips 2000-02 СА125 $118.99 $129.99 
96-02 CR80 $5299 90-99 CR125, CR250 $56.99 T 
00-02 CR125 $59.99 90-01 CR500 $56.99 | 90-02 | CR500 $124.99 $144.99 
92-96 CR250 $109.99 | Steel Plates may be substituted for Aluminum 
97-01 CR250 $119.99 
02 CR250 $99.99 
90-01 CR500 $144.99 
E SANS SESS а: E 5 сс 
Acerbis Plastic 98-02 Twin Air Filters $18.99 
crus from а аа à ы Full Line of TwinAir products-Calll 
ide Panels from $30.99 Works Stands 9.99 2 

Front Fender from $15.99 "Pro" Perch Lever $107.99 ан T E s es С 
Rear Fender from $19.99 Frame Guards PLU. SS SOA! UES ALL 
Front Number Plate from $14.99 Radiator Braces $44.99 Excel Rims & Wheel Sets 
Fork GuardsPair) from $28.99 
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applications (Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, KTM) 
Call For KTM Parts & Accessories! 
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Next Day and Second Day Shipping Available. 
Prices Subject To Change Without Notice. 





Factory Connection 
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he long awaited 0.5. debut of Gas Gas's new four 

stroke dirt bikes has finally become a reality, with 
the late model year release of a 400cc EC enduro 
model. The 2002 EC400 FSE is truly unique in the 
market place as it has the distinction of being the first 
ever bike to incorporate electric starting, hydraulic 
clutch actuation and fuel injection into a modern four- 
stroke powered off-road motorcycle. Naturally, with 
all of this high tech gadgetry, we were champing at 
the bit to put it through its paces. Little did we know 
at the time what we were really getting into. 

This was the first Gas Gas test bike that we had the 
opportunity to ride since the parent company 
changed the makeup of their U.S. distribution, just 
about a year ago. Enduro bikes and quads are now 
handled by Gas Gas Motors of America, LLC, head- 
quartered in Palm Harbor, Florida (a suburb of 
Tampa), and reachable by telephone at (813)818- 
2825. Note that Gas Gas trials bikes are still handled 
by a separate company, Gas Gas USA, located in 
Kansas City. An interesting local note regarding the 
new Gas Gas distributor, former ECEA hot shoe, sus- 
pension guru (founder of Enduro Experts) and one 
time Kawasaki/KTM dealer, John Roeske, is the com- 
pany's manager of technical support and warranty 
service. Of course John brings a great deal of experi- 
ence and know-how to the table and he certainly 
helped keep our staff from smoking too many com- 
ponents while. messing with the bike's Fl system. 

Tire Kicking 

The EC400FSE comes to these shores a well 
appointed scoot, perhaps too much so. Stock hard- 
ware includes a virtually complete dual sport kit less 
the turn signals, which we were told are removed to 
ease its acceptance through customs. Even so, con- 
trols, wiring and mounting holes still remain. All of 
the plastic is clear coated on this year’s model, giving 
it a deep gloss. We were skeptical as to how this 
would hold up in the woods, and we’re happy to 
report it holds up significantly better than expected. It 
comes with all the bells and whistles, right down to 
DOT lighting front and rear, a horn and electronic 
instrument display. Despite all this, what makes this 
bike most unique, and subsequently where we spent 
most of our time poking and prodding, was the com- 
prehensive Magneti Marelli fuel injection system, 
which seems to touch just about all functional 
aspects of the bike. 

With all the hoopla and electronic wizardry associ- 
ated with the Fl system it seems appropriate to dedi- 
cate some space up front to describe it. Note that this 
machine has a robust, almost street bike sized wiring 
harness that is used to connect the various electrical 
components, accessories, pickups and controls. FI 
related peripherals include fuel pump, fuel injectors, 
throttle body and various sensors (TPS, coolant 
temp, air temp, etc.). We're happy to report that the 
Gas Gas Fl system is about the most refined and best 
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The ins and outs of the latest Euro push-button thumper 


working package we've ridden to date, the most 
recent others being Cannondales and OPT Yamaha 
conversions. It has very smooth power delivery with 
no hiccups or bogs. The one drawback might be start- 
ing—we'll get into that later. 

The most notable benefit of any FI bike is awesome 
fuel economy. The nominal two gallon fuel cell on the 
400 FSE provides 80-plus miles of riding, depending 
upon conditions, of course. This is easily fifty percent 
better than comparable carbureted engines, which 
basically means that you can go 50 percent farther on 
the same amount of fuel or carry a third less fuel 
while maintaining comparable range. You'll note also 


that the Gas Gas ЕІ system doesn't have or need an 
overflow hose, like carbureted systems. Not having 
fuel dribble out on the ground adds much to the fuel 
economy figure. 

Though not a normal user serviceable option, 
Roeske sent us a copy of the software and mainte- 
nance cable needed to test and adjust the FI system. 
At first we were a bit overwhelmed, but looking back, 
it's pretty simple once you go through the routine a 
couple of times. The catch is that you need a portable 
computer, with a CD drive and both a series and par- 
allel port. The serial port is used for the maintenance 
cable while the other is used as a software key, essen- 








tially a plug that is a mechanical means of eliminating 
proliferation of pirated software. Without the key, the 
software won't run. ГІІ have to admit that it’s hard to 
get used to the idea of having a PC on the workbench 
in my garage. The software itself has three screens, 
one that depicts an instrument panel (engine RPM, 
coolant temperature, throttle position, etc.), a strip 
chart screen that displays a half dozen or so engine 
parameters graphically on a time basis, and the active 
test screen, which has a series of hypertext buttons 
for performing a host of FI system tests and adjust- 
ments. 
Throttle Twisting 

In spite of the “gee whiz” factor the Fl system brings 
to the table, we're firm in the belief that the number of 
gadgets hung on a motor has absolutely no correla- 
tion to performance. If it doesn't deliver then it does- 
n't belong in our garage. Fortunately, the EC400 FSE 
does deliver a nice, useable off-road spread of power 
from right off idle right up to its modest redline. As a 
seasoned racer and trail rider, Га have to say that it 
provides the kind of thumper power that І look for in 
a motor of its size. The 400FSE puts out a nice smooth 
power delivery, not unlike the Suzuki and Husky 4005. 
Claimed maximum power is a healthy 47 horsepower, 
although ГІ have to admit that it doesn't feel like that 








much because ther г ut une ass” anywhere. 

The EC400’s stock gearing is 13/48 and while we felt 
that this was well suited to the average trail rider, the 
thought remained that maybe adding a tooth or two 
on the back sprocket would improve responsiveness 
for those who prefer a more snappier power delivery. 
Lowering the final drive isn’t a concern as far as top 
speed goes, as the 400FSE has a six speed tranny and 
gearing that’s more oriented toward European off- 
road thinking. Speaking of the transmission, shifting 
action was decidedly stiff when new, however, in less 
than 100 miles it loosened up enough to be normal 
feeling and assured. A non-issue. 

What was a bit of an issue throughout our test was 
starting. As a result of a combination of factors, some 
self inflicted, some inherent to the motor and FI sys- 
tem, some just plain acts of God, we had occasional 
difficulties starting the EC400 over the course of our 
three month test. Specifically, we tested a used demo 
bike that had been abused somewhere during its life, 
and came to us with a broken or defective one-way 
clutch in the starter cranking system. Since the starter 
clutch slipped, the abuse to the engine was magnified 
and we wound up partially shearing a flywheel key- 
way, which goofed up the factory-set timing and made 
the bike hard to start. Eventually we remedied all these 
problems, fixed the bike and all was fine again. 

If you’re thinking, “Hey, the EC400 FSE does come 





with a kick starter,” well then you had better think 
again. The lever itself is admittedly right off one of Gas 
Gas's two stroke models and as such, it's too short 
and/or doesn’t have the right gear ratio to get the 
motor spinning fast enough. Clip ended up rotating 
the kickstart lever way forward on the shaft (so far 
that the pipe interferes with it properly folding in) and 
that seemed to give just enough extra throw to help 
lightoffs. Note that this tech- 
nique was mastered out of 
necessity and that in all reality, 
the smallish kick starter is 
more for show than for go. 
Regarding normal starting, 
$ the Gas Gas FI system 
demands a bit of a different 
approach, one that we weren't 
completely familiar with when 
we first hopped aboard it. 
Everybody knows that four- 
Strokes in general have to be 
reated in a certain and familiar 
way in order to be dependable 
і starters. The FI Gas Gas is no 
different and just happens to 





take this thought a little further. Not surprisingly, our 
occasional problems starting were when the bike was 
cold (first thing) and when the motor was really cook- 
ing (lots of slow speed riding in 80+ degree tempera- 
tures). 

Regarding cold starting, right off the bat, there's no 
choke to engage, no tipping the bike over or pumping 
the throttle to provide a richer charge. What there is is 
a small cold start button located on the throttle hous- 
ing that is used to hold the throttle open just a wee bit 
during cold starting. Another cold starting trick (which 
we only belatedly learned of) has to do with the FI 
engine control unit (ECU) programming. It turns out 
that when cranking over a cold motor, the ECU soon 
begins to lean out the mixture even before the motor 
lights off. To combat this phenomena, if the motor 
doesn't light within a reasonable amount of cranking, 
the trick is to turn off the ignition and wait 15 seconds 
for the ECU to reset to its richest, cold starting fuel 
delivery. A final cold starting factor was the effect of 
cold, thick motor oil in the transmission. We're not 
really sure what weight oil came in our test bike, 
although the US distributor in Tampa suggests 10W40 
in their literature. For that matter, we often use 
Spectro 20W50 synthetic in the other thumpers 
around the garage. Digging deeper, we discovered 
that the owners manual specifies а 5W50 multigrade, 
which seems to make a lot of sense to us. It won't 
thicken as much when 
temperatures drop and as 
a result, will make it easi- 
er for the smallish starter 
motor and battery to do 
their job. 

Regarding hot starting, 

that was something we 
attributed to Fl program- 
ming, which sent us 
scrambling for comput- 
ers and software. What 
we discovered was (1) 
the idle was set too high 
(approx 2200 RPM ver- 
sus the recommended 
1500-1700 RPM); (2) an 
Я ECU fuel mixture a little 
B on the rich side, and (3) 
Е the partially sheared fly- 
wheel woodruff key 
which changed the ignition timing by a degree or two. 
Items (1) and (2) above were serviced using our com- 
puter and the software provided. While observing the 
engine idle speed on the software’s instrument 
screen, the idle gets set via an adjustment screw 
located at the rear of the throttle body. The only catch 
is that there’s a plastic cover over the throttle plate 
that must first be removed. When we replaced the 
cover we drilled a small hole in its face for future 
access to the set screw. 

Idle adjustments were very easy with the computer. 
Simply boot up computer, view the instrument screen 
and twist screw until desired idle was achieved. 
Adjusting the fuel mixture was a little more of a chal- 
lenge and used the software program’s active test 
Screen. Note that prior to doing any tuning with the FI 
software program, you must first enter the model of 
the ECU. This number was belatedly found on a stick- 
er on the ECU itself, which is located under right side 
panel. The ECU adjustment test allows you to repro- 
gram the fuel mapping via a single adjustment. Of 
course, after adjusting fuel mapping the idle must be 
readjusted to within specs. 

Our conclusions: While perhaps intimidating at first, 
FI tuning is definitely doable. And the truth is, bikes 
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will come from the dealer with the FI already adjusted, 
and perhaps even ours would have been fine if it were 
not for the sheared keyway. Gas Gas's approach (at 
least at this juncture) is that Fl adjustments are not 
going to be a normal user serviceable item, although 
were that to change, rest comfortably that once you 
overcome the phobia of using a computer to tune your 
dirt bike, you'll have little trouble. 
Suspension and Handling 

Gas Gas dirt bikes come with top quality suspension 
components and offer options to their customers to 
boot. Our test steed came outfitted with a White 
Power 43mm USD fork and Ohlins shock absorber. 
Spring rates for these suspenders are 0.43 and 5.4 
kg/mm respectively. Roeske advised us that the 
spring rates and damping specifications on the EC400 
are the same as those found on Gas Gas's lighter two 
Stroke models. As you might expect, with its extra 
weight, the EC400 comes across as being more soft- 
ly suspended and rides a little down in the suspension 
stroke. Nonetheless, it provides a good ride that 
tracks well with the right feel front to rear. The bike 
handles small stuff like roots and small rocks espe- 
cially well and is a nice ride in the trail. Though we did- 
n't have time to actually prove it, the stock suspension 
should be well suited to rocky conditions. What we did 
determine was that large whoop-de-dos and big air 
mixed with higher speeds are not the ticket in stock 
trim. No surprise there. 

Unfortunately, with all of the time spent on engine 
fiddling, we'd have to admit that we didn't dedicate as 
much time spinning clickers as we usually would. 
However, Ohlins and WP suspension components 
respond well to tuning and can be valved and sprung 
to make quick work of any rider or riding conditions. 
Stock suspension settings are: Fork-oil height 
120mm; compression damping - 6-8 clicks out; 
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DIRT is THE WORD 
AND FREEDOM is 


THE PLACE FoR DIRT! 
E 


“Rm2505 
мом оміу $4999 
FREEDOM CYCLE 


105 MANCHESTER ST. 
CONCORD,NH 03301 


(603)225-2779 


Also Save Big On 
KTM and Yamaha 


Closeouts!! 


Freedom Cycle Concord NH 603-225-2779 


Gas Gas EC400 F9E Specifications 


Engine Type Liquid cooled DOHC 4-stroke 
Dieplacement 599сс 

Bore x etroke 920 x 62.6mm 

Carburetion Magneti Marelli fuel injection 
Ignition Integral to Fl system 

Spark plug МСК СЕФЕ 

Clutch Hydraulic wet multi-diec 
Gearbox © speed 

Transmission oil 5W50 АР! SF-SG, 1800cc 
Final drive 15/45 

Maximum power 47 HF at 9.940 RPM 

Frame chromoly Deltabox perimeter 
Swingarm Alloy 

Front suspension Upside-down WP43, 295mm 
Spring rate 0.453 kg/mm 

Rear suspension Ohlins shock, 320mm 

Spring rate 5.4 kg/mm 

Front brake Nissin 260mm disc 

Rear brake Nissin 220mm disc 

Wheels DID Type U 

Tires Michelin Enduro Comp Ill 
Wheelbase 1475mm 

Seat height 940mm 

Ground clearance 340mm 


Fuel tank capacity 
Claimed dry weight 
MSRP 


9 liters (2.13 gal) 
119kg (261.5 Іра) 
$6795 


rebound damping - 6-8 clicks out; shock-compres- 
Sion - 15 clicks out; rebound - 18 clicks out. 
All The Rest 
This year’s Gas Gas models come with the new 
round profile DID type U rims which not only offer 
better functionality by eliminating the possibility of 
mud buildup on the rim, but look really fine too. Alloy 





handlebars are shod with nice gummy contoured 
grips. Brakes are Nissan all around, both master cylin- 
ders and calipers. They work well. Unfortunately, the 
hydraulic clutch is a never before seen brand that 
while it works fine and has the right pull effort, its 
lever was weird and had a lot of up and down slop, the 
kind of play usually associated with levers with worn 
out pivots. 

We mentioned the dual sport full instrumentation 
and controls early on, making this bike a perfect 
choice for DS projects (just add mirrors and signals). 
This also includes a neat digital instrumentation pod 
that displays normal speed and odometer functions. 
The bike’s perimeter frame is plated, promising to 
always looks great and never needs refinishing. 
Additionally, there’s an integral glide plate on the bot- 
tom of the engine, tucked in between the engine cra- 
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dle frame rails. 

Final drive is an O-ring chain driving a alloy rear 
sprocket. Stock tires on this 2002 model are the DOT 
Michelin Enduro Comp Ill, although Roeske claims 
that 2003 models will see an upgrade to the rubber. A 
couple of snivels pertain to the seat and side stand. 
The seat quickly begat the nickname “Ass Gas” among 
our test riders. The foam is soft to begin with and 
from about the middle of the saddle back there just 
isn’t much of this soft foam between your butt and the 
seat pan. | hadn’t ridden the bike a quarter mile before 
this was noticeable. Additionally, the self-folding kick- 
stand is among the most finicky we've seen and 
unfortunately doesn’t easily lend itself to modification. 
Just bumping the bike the wrong way while on the 
stand would sometimes cause the side stand to fold. 
One such episode caused it to fall over onto a brand 
new Yamaha, trashing the Yamaha’s rear fender and 
side panel! 

Wrap-up 

Despite all of its advanced technology, Gas Gas’s 
2002 EC400 FSE is old school. It’s a little mellower, 
from both a power delivery and suspension stand- 
point, and a little heavier than today’s current class of 
super thumpers, such as those from Yamaha, Honda 
and KTM. The truth is, we don’t think that Gas Gas 
intended for the EC400 to go head to head with those 
bikes. No, it's more rightfully compared it to a Suzuki 
DRZ or Husky TE610, and when compared to those 
bikes it offers some features and traits that make it a 
stand out. No doubt, the Gas Gas is aimed at veteran 
riders who want something a little different, perhaps 
cutting edge without chaffing. It’s there that the EC400 
FSE will find its niche, and surely its way down the 
trail. Ж 
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A Conversation With... 





by Paul Clipper 


The secret to a great GNCC season and another enduro series win? Long, hard work. \ 


ew people would disagree that Mike Lafferty had a 

tough year this year. He started out 2002 with a 
new attitude, and the idea that he could win a GNCC if 
everything went right. He proved his point at the 
fourth event of the season, and started building up 
points that would eventually see him at the front of 
the GNCC pack, however briefly. 

In the mean time, he charged out to his usual lead 
in the AMA National Enduro series, and for the first 
half of the year looked like he might be able to take the 
number one plate in both series, something that has 
never been done in AMA racing—yet. He stretched 
his enduro lead to a comfortable mass of points and 
started looking like a sure bet for the championship 
for a fifth time. 

And then, a dumb crash at the annual KTM dealer 
meeting left him sitting in a Colorado emergency 
room with a broken scapula and only four short 
weeks until the next race in the series. He healed in 
record time, but bad luck and a crack in his normal 
armor of confidence left him spinning at the final 
races of the year, facing the distinct possibility of los- 
ing both series. In the end, he rallied to finish on the 
GNCC podium for the first time, and to score his fifth 
AMA National Enduro Championship at his last possi- 
ble chance. 

We caught up to Mike during the '02 holiday season 
and talked to him about his wild year, and what his 
goals are for next year. 

When you started the 2002 GNCC season, you 
seemed to have plenty of attitude. Did you already 
know you could win races, or even get on the podium 
at that point? Did you already have it all figured out? 

Мо. І was going to ride the 400 for the first time 
(КТМ 400МХС), all year long. І was going to start on 
it, and І didn't know exactly how it would work. It was 
also the first season where | had done a ton of train- 
ing in the winter time, cardio training, and riding that 
400 all winter along. | had done something different, 
gotten ready for the season unlike | had ever done it 
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before, and | wasn't sure what was going to happen. 
| wasn't sure. Even after the first race, | got a fifth, and 
| thought, well, it was okay. | wanted to get through 
the first race okay, so І just rode really conservative, 
really cautious the entire time, and that only got me a 
fifth. Not until the second race did І think that | might 
have had a chance, that | could be a contender this 
year. 

What was it that finally gave you a clue that you 
could do it? What was the "secret," for all the B rid- 
ers out there? 

| think the only real secret was to not ride so cau- 
tiously. After | got done that first race (at Okeechobee, 
Florida) І wasn't tired, | wasn't beat up at all. І just 
kinda rode the bike the way it should be ridden, І did- 
n't force any issues, І was riding smooth, І felt great. 
At the next race, | rode that race (Macon, GA) one 
hundred percent the entire time. І didn't hold anything 
in reserve, wasn't cautious, wasn't hanging out or 
anything, and | wound up in third. | was actually lead- 
ing until the very last lap, when | got passed by Steve 
(Hatch) and Kiedrowski (Mike Kiedrowski). That race 
was a turning point for me. | knew then that | had 
these guys covered. 

What happened was І got a decent top ten start, and 
before the end of the first lap | had passed everyone 
and gotten into the lead. Then | crashed, wound up in 
third, got back up and passed everyone back into the 
lead, then put 30 seconds on everyone. І knew then 
that | had the speed. І knew that І had enough in me, 
enough gas, to do it, because І wasn't riding cau- 
tiously any more. І wasn't paying attention to who І 
was racing against, | was just riding the race the way 
it needed to be ridden, І was just riding my bike. І 
don't know if there's an actual “secret,” but some- 
thing changed. Something clicked. | knew | could be 
a contender after Macon. 

Yes, but when you get to that point where you can 
be a contender, what does it take? Is there a lot of 
luck involved? 





No. No, what | was doing before is | wasn't making 
certain decisions during a race because | wasn't sure 
| could make it for the duration of the гасе. Now І 
knew | could make it. (Because of that) І was taking 
chances. | was pushing the envelope even more. І 
wouldn't give a guy a line, and | was taking more 
chances to pass a guy to take a line from someone. 

| think, yeah, you have some luck, but you make a 
lot of it too. Especially in the GNCC. | mean, you can 
be nice and let the other guy go, maybe take some 
lines here and there. But you can be aggressive and 
push your way up to a guy, and then the next thing 
you know you push your way again to another guy. 
Then you come into a mudhole and you slide through 
it, there's two guys stuck. Well, if you were behind 
them then you'd be even further behind and you 
wouldn't have caught the front guy. It all about how 
you make your own, І think. At the next гасе, in North 
Carolina, | was back in the pack on the last lap, | was 
in fifth, and | passed Freddie (Andrews) and 
Kiedrowski to take third. That was a big eye-opener 
and a big race for me. It made me feel good, because 
1 came from back in the pack and rode really aggres- 
sively and passed those two. They got bobbled up in 
some holes and stuff, but | had Kiedrowski behind 
going through the grass track at the finish and he 
never got around me. І held him off and beat him to 
the end. 

Then you won the next round, round four, in South 
Carolina. Did you find it an easy thing, or was it a hard 
job? 

Oh it was easy, it was the easiest race. Of all these 
races combined, that was the easiest day of the entire 
series. 

Did getting that win, your first win of your GNCC 
career, did it change your strategy for the next race? 

Yes. | thought | was forcing too much before. felt 
like | had to get a good start, hurry up and get to the 
front and chill out because | knew І had it. That if | 
rode good and smart | could be 30 seconds or a 
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minute in front of every one, and then hold onto it 
from there. But at this one (South Carolina) І got a 
great start, | was third off the line and second into the 
woods, and | was in the lead within two miles. | led 
every lap. Guys came up and challenged me but | 
never got nervous, І just rode my own race. They had 
problems, | kept just bumping ahead, and | thought 
"God, that was simple. | can do that." 

Well, at the next race, in Tennessee, | knew it was 
going to be a physical race, it's always really tough 
and demanding down there. So І thought, Гт going to 
get a good start, I’m going to hang out with these 
guys, and I’m going to ride to win again. It didn't hap- 
pen that way. | got out to the front, led the first two or 
three laps, and Jason (Raines) and Kiedrowski kept 
pushing and pushing, and then | started doubting 
myself. I’m thinking that this is the most physical 
race, do | have enough? And actually, before that race, 
| knew that Tennessee was going to be really hard so 
| pushed myself really hard in training that week, and 
| think | pushed too much. | was tired. That was the 
first race | felt tired at this year, and | got whupped. | 
got really tired on the last lap. 

Was it hard to not win, after winning one? 

Yeah, definitely. Because | knew | could have won 
Tennessee if | didn’t work out as much the week 
before. | wore myself out before | got there. When | 
won | had a great attitude, my bike was hooked up, | 
never got tired, | rode to the win and it was easy. Then 
we went to Kentucky, the next one, | got up front early, 
and got into riding around, and it was never easy. | 
was thinking it was going to be easy like South 
Carolina and everything was going to fall my way, but 
it wasn’t falling my way. | got stuck behind lappers, 
then | hit the camera guy, my perfect day ended up 
being fourth, І couldn’t even get to the podium. Same 
kind of story for the next one, Ohio. After winning a 


race, and then getting third, | tapered off my training 
because | didn’t want to get too tired for the races and 
| wound up getting two fourths, | couldn’t even get 
back on the podium. So I'm thinking "Shit, I’m start- 
ing all over again. | won a race and now | can’t even 
get back to where the podium was.” 

So | started saying, “Okay, regroup.” And at 
Taylorton, Chuckie (Woodford) rode real good there, 
that was his day, and | was thinking “І have to push 
the envelope here, but | can’t push it too much, and 
make mistakes like | did at the last two races.” So | 
wound up third, had a good day, and then we went to 
Maryland with the same plan. On the last lap Jason 
broke his leg, and it was Rodney’s (Smith) day. 
Rodney was on at Maryland. 

When Jason broke his leg at Maryland he was right 
in front of you. Did you see it, and did it have any 
effect on you at the time? 

At that point, he had just passed me. Neither of us 
could have seen Rodney at the time, he was just out 
of sight. | was hoping for Jason and | to work togeth- 
er and get to Rodney. That's the first thing | thought 
when he passed me, "Okay Jason's gonna take off, I'm 
going with him." Then he hit that thing—it seemed to 
me like something was wrong, like his throttle stuck 
or he got a little sideways and accidentally grabbed 
too much throttle. He just shot out of there like—he 
couldn't have done it on purpose. Something-weird 
happened, and then І didn't see the landing because І 
was coming up out of the hill so | didn't see how the 
landing affected him, І just saw that he fell gyer. І did- 
n't know he'd gotten taken out by the tree. So he fell 
down and І figured he was going to roll off. І pretty 
much put the hammer down but І was waiting for him 
to come up and get me. І also wanted to catch Rodney 
on my own if | could, but with Jason falling like that it 
kind of took the wind out of my sails a little bit. It 
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made me realize that anything could happen. | figured 
| was sitting in second, which wasn’t bad, if Jason 
comes back up we'll go at it but | wasn’t pushing that 
much after | saw him go down. 

| didn’t think he’d done what he did, when | saw him 
go down. | figured he'd be right back up and after me. 
It only clicked later that something must have hap- 
pened to him. Honestly, when he didn’t catch me on 
that last lap | figured something broke on his bike, or 
he ripped a throttle cable off or something. Then | was 
really concerned. When | crossed the line there was 
Mark Hyde sitting there, and | asked him what hap- 
pened to Jason right away. He told me Jason had bro- 
ken his leg, and then | felt kind of bad that | rode off. 
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But, at the time it happened І didn't know what to 
think. At that spot, though, there were a lot of specta- 
tors and camera people and whatnot to take care of 
the situation, whatever it was, so it didn't concern me 
so much. If we were way back in the woods, and І 
wasn't sure about him І would have probably stopped. 
For that, I’m glad it happened where it happened. 

So then we went into the summer break with every- 
one knowing something happened to Jason, and the 
possibility that he was going to come back weak. Did 
that make you change your strategy or your training 
program? 

No, | just took it the same after that, because | want- 
ed to get back into winning races. | didn’t want to be 
a factor in the series with just one race win. | wanted 
to win some races! | rode all summer long and | was 
riding great, | felt great. | kept all the training the 
same, | wasn’t burning myself out, | wasn’t riding too 
much, | wasn’t slacking off. 

And then you broke your shoulder. 

And then | broke my shoulder. It was August 13, at 
1:30 in the afternoon. | was out at the KTM dealer 
show in Colorado. We were sitting in the emergency 
room, Al (Randt) was there, and | was thinking “I’m 
making the next races. | will be there.” You know, | 
tried to convince myself that it wasn’t broke, it didn’t 
seem that bad. Then we got the X-rays and it was def- 
initely broken, It was going to be six to eight weeks, 
the doc said. 

So immediately after that | called up an orthopedic 
surgeon back home. | got to see him two days later, 
and he got me back on the road to recovery. No 
surgery, just training, therapy. | got it out of the sling 
in four days, started getting good movement out of it 
and started doing rehab. | had a full range of motion 
in three weeks, and started riding again in just under 
five weeks. It was just riding though, | wasn’t going at 
speed. 
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Things got complicated after that. The next GNCC 
you were going to ride was Mt. Morris—we'll talk 
about the enduros in a minute. The rumor at that time, 
before Mt. Morris, was that Jason was going to come 
back strong. We all learned different the week before 
Mt. Morris, when Jason could hardly ride. In light of 
all this, what were you hoping to accomplish at Mt. 
Morris, your first race back from the injury? 

| wasn't sure. When І first heard that Jason wasn't 
strong enough to race yet, | wasn't really surprised. 
But at the time Rodney was still fairly far back, and all 
| really needed to do was get back out and get some 
strong finishes. І figured that if | bandaged myself up, 
took some precautions, and got out and managed a 
top five I'd be doing something. When І met up with 
АІ the Friday before and did a bunch of riding І felt 
great. And actually during the race | worked my way 
up to third. And then | broke my rear brake line, and 
fell all the way back to tenth or something, and | ended 
up finishing seventh. Top five would have been a little 
better, but | don't think that would have changed my 
situation totally. 

The biggest disappointment was at Ohio, St. 
Clairsville (round 12). І think І was still in the points 
lead. Rodney was real close, and Freddie had gotten 
up there as well. We were all real close, and І didn't 
ride that well at all. | got an eighth, and І didn't have 
any problems. It was all a mental thing, like "Don't 
crash again, don't hurt yourself again..." | was still try- 
ing to grab hold of everything І had lost, and it still 
wasn't coming to me. І knew at St. Clairsville that І 
wasn't really ready. It was too soon. 

But then what happened at Indy, at the final round? 
Do you think you were ready for Indy? 

Yeah. | knew by then that | was healed, that | was 
back to speed. Actually, at Mt. Morris | had a little 
breakthrough because | was running about tenth or 
12th and І did a big crash. Right over the bars, and 
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landed on the front of my bike and on my back, and I 
thought “Ugh, this is going to be bad.” І got up, shook 
myself off, didn't feel bad and put the hammer down. 
But by the time І got to St. Clairsville | just didn't ride 
good, І felt bad, had all kinds of doubts. 

Then at Indy you got a last place start, at your last 
opportunity to finish the season on a high note. What 
happened there? 

| tried two different things. І tried kicking it over (at 
the dead-engine start) and pushing the electric starter 
button at the same time. And you know with a four- 
stroke you can't touch the throttle at all, and І pushed 
the button and blipped the throttle, and | flooded it 
out. When you do that it isn't going to start right up no 
matter what you do, so І was just kicking it and every- 
body was taking off. | think | passed Steve (Hatch) in 
the first turn, Steve had crashed, Shane (Watts) was 
laying in the first turn too. But | remembered before 
we took off that there were 31 Pros on the front line. 
So after | passed the first two | was thinking "Oh wow, 
only 29 to go!" 

| rode my butt off. І rode fast the entire time, І 
picked guys off. Once | caught up to people in the 
woods І just started thinking like it was an enduro, 
cutting through the woods, cutting turns off, cutting 
people off, putting the hammer down, and | never set- 
tled behind anyone, the entire time. | think by the end 
of the first lap | worked my way up to sixth. Me and 
Chuckie got together, then Barry Hawk had problems 
and we moved up to fourth and fifth, then David 
Knight had problems and we were third and fourth. І 
wore Chuckie out, toward the end he started tapering 
off a bit, and І just kept it going all the way to the end. 
| think the closest we got to Freddie and Rodney was 
15 or 20 seconds. We were in striking distance, and 
Chuckie and І were riding good. That would have been 
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SETRA/Moose Racing Enduro Series 


by Kenneth King and Suzy Moody 





Hard riding and tough weather increase the SETRA challenge 


Capital City Enduro 
Round 5, Tallahassee, FL 

ixteen year old Russell Bobbitt, riding a Cycle 

Specialty Gas Gas 250, took the overall win at the 
Capital City enduro in Tallahassee, Florida. This was 
Bobbitt’s first ever overall, and by the way he is riding 
it won't be his last. It was just last season that the 
young rider was making waves in the B class and just 
a few short months later he is shaking up the AA 
class. "| had a good time. I like the sand and whoops. 
| fell a few times but all in all | just had a good race," 
said Bobbitt. Finishing a very close second was KTM 
rider and former Florida Trail Riders champ Ashley 
Brewer. Brewer finished just one point shy of Bobbitt. 
It seems he burned a check, costing him two points 
and the extra one that cost him the win. Brewer has 
been riding very well this season with his speed pick- 
ing up at each event. 

This was the fifth round in the Moose/SETRA 
enduro series, and the first of three co-sanctioned 
with the Florida Trail Riders. The race has been on the 
SETRA calendar for years and is a favorite. In the 
past, the Capital City race has been shorter mainly 
due to land problems. It is sometimes considered on 
the easy side by the fast guys, but not this year. The 
trail was right at 70 miles long and whooped-out and 
tight. The temperature on race day was hovering 
around the 98-degree mark and the humidity high. 
Add that up and you have a tough race. One good 
thing though, rains recently eased the dust that can 
be a problem in Florida. 

The terrain was what you would expect, lots of 
sand, lots whoops, tight trail and of course palmet- 
tos. There is nothing quite like riding through a pal- 
metto field. It would be something close to a field of 
bowling balls for comparison. As usual, the 
riders were timed with a check-in and out of 
the test sections. The race was divided with 35 
miles before and after the gas break. 

Bobbitt was riding on the same row as long- 
time SETRA veteran and past class champion 
(in many classes throughout the years) Jim $ 
Ford. Jim may be tutoring the young rider in i 
the finer points of timekeeping, because he 
has the speed. The first half of the race was 
considered easier than the section after the 
gas. It could have been due to the higher after- 
noon temps. Several of the top AA's were in 
the hunt along with Bobbitt.. Multi-time champ 
Allen Gravitt would not finish due to the heat 
as well as a bout with the flu. It put an end to 
his ride shortly after the gas. There were riders 
literally laying out in the trail towards the end 
of the day. The heat is one reason the SETRA 
season takes the summer months off. Hot 
weather racing in the South can be brutal, and 
98 degrees obviously was the limit for many at 
this race. 

Other notable rides were Steve Hardeman 
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taking the win in the Open A class over Mitch McRee, 
both riders оп KTM's. KTM sales manager Clay 
Stuckey gave some lessons in the Senior A class with 
a win, Clay was on a 200 EXC. Shaun Dailey took the 
win in the Four-Stroke B class over Patrick Magee, 
and Rick Shipner put in a good ride to win the Senior 





Russell Bobbitt came out and slashed his way through three 
wins in a row. He's also done well in SETRA hare scrambles. 





She rides the events and writes the stories: Suzy Moody doing what she likes 
to do best—tormenting the Senior B class. 


B class. In the C class, J. Renner and Chad Madan 
both turned in respectable scores to take wins in the 
250 and 200 class. Deborah Brodrick humbled a few 
with her win in the Women's class, and Beginner 
Chris Kohne gets to move out of that class by taking 
first. 

To wrap things up, it was a good race. Lower temps 
would have made the race heaps more fun. It was just 
a good ol' tough southern enduro. 


Coal Creek Enduro 
Round 6, Lake City, TN 10/20/02 
By Suzy Moody 

If you think back on enduros you remember, some 
you can say you were proud to be there, while way 
too many are just a blur. For those who rode the Coal 
Creek enduro, they will count it as one of those they 
were proud to say, "Yes! | was there!" It had all the 
ingredients. It was Race of the Year in 2001. Easy 
parking right off 1-75 near Knoxville. A well-seasoned 
club prepared and organized. Torrential rain was 
threatening from the west. And miles of East 
Tennessee mountain terrain, guaranteed to be excit- 
ing. 

Sunday morning we woke to an overcast and foggy 
day with great anticipation to hit the mountains. At the 
riders meeting racers and crew were addressed by 
Tim Sharp, the Mayor of Lake City, welcoming us to 
his fine town and wishing us a safe day of racing. We 
remembered his support as we rode right through the 
middle of town to get to the trails. 

Slick streets meant slick trails. Even though the rain 
held off, the trails were wet and got your attention 
around the first corner. As the trails wandered up 
through coal mining country every bit of your techni- 
cal skill was tested. Due to the rain forecast, 
the club made the decision to run the shorter 
56-mile course vs. their original 76-mile 
course. 

The first section was about five miles long 
and sent the riders climbing into the fog filled 
mountains. Young Russell Bobbitt, Mike 
Grizzle and Doby Leonard dropped two points 
leading the pack. The next section was a long 
grueling eight and a half miles of rocky, rooty, 
off-camber terrain that had many riders stop- 
ping just to regroup. A long hill with a bank at 
the top also exacted a toll as many riders had 
to do some pushing to get out the top. Doug 
Masencup and Russell Bobbitt dropped ten 
points in this section to lead the “A” pack. 

Riders thought they had a reprieve as they 
looked at the roll chart. The next section would 
be at 18 mph and what seemed to be just a 
series of jeep roads (JR). The first few miles 
were fairly easy and you could almost stay on 
time, but eventually the JR turned into a “QM,” 
as in Quagmire. A favorite spot for the Jeep 
clubs, the road became very intense. Just for 








Capital City Enduro 
Overall Champion 
1. Russell Bobbitt 
AA 

1. Ashley Brewer 
2. Doug Masencup 
Open A 

1. Steve Hardeman 
2. Mitch McRee 

3. David Kuka 

250 A 

1. lan Sherwood 
2. Trey Welborne 
3. Sean Wallace 
200 A 

1. Luke Durham 

2. Mark Kelly 

3. Jason Reine 
Four Stroke A 

1. Steward Baylor 
2. Mike Martin 

3. Randy Coody 
Vet A 

1. Doug Ritchie 





2. Tim King 

3. Michael Shealey 
Senior A 

1. Clay Stuckey 

2. Lee Daley 

3. Daniel Graziano 
Super Senior A 

1. Frank Schoenbeck 
2. Jim Marchant 
3. Bob Osborne 
Master A 

1. David Kuka 

2. Mike Shank 

3. Jim Ford 
Golden Master A 
1. John Parker 
Open B 

1. Patrick Jones 

2. Gene McKey 

3. Tyler Thompson 
250 B 

1. Paul Merritt 

2. David Denson 
3. John Rogers 


200 B 

1. Mike Shirley 

2. George Miller 

3. Andrew Kendrick 
Four Stroke B 

1. S. Dailey 

2. P. Magee 

3. Craig Broomberg 
Vet B 

1. Greg Armour 

2. Danny Ingram 
Greg Darnell 
Senior B 

1.Віск Shipner 
2.Gary Overton 

3. Mark McLeod 
Super Senior B 

1. Craig Bobbitt 

2. Thomas McBride 
3. Clint Johnson 
Master B 

1. Rex Jones 

2. William Durham 
3. Jimmy Dubose 


Golden Master B 
1.James Bransford 
Open C 

1. C. Turner 

2. Bruce Wilson 
3. J. Baggett 
250 C 

1. J. Renner 

2. Dan Swintek 
3. Mark Ryberg 
200 C 

1. Chad Madan 
2. M. Stirckland 
3. David Wildner 
Four Stroke C 

1. Craig Cullison 
2. Bill Cook 

3. Blake Hodge 
Vet C 

1. Tim Berry 

2. Donnie Weaver 
3. Gregory Bier 
Senior C 

1. Jack Cullison 


2. John Parker 

3. S. Deloach 

Super Senior C 

1. Brian Deveney 

2. Wade Anderson 
3. Steve Wallingford 
Master C 

1. Norbert Nall 

2. Paul Wilkenson 
3. S. Renner 
Women 

1. Deborah Brodrick 
2. Vicki Wilcox 
Golden Master 

1. Skip Wyman 

2. Don Thrasher 
Beginner 

1. Chris Kohne 

2. Chris Thompson 
3. Hayden Jones 





The old guard isn't gone yet. Allen Gravitt finished right 
behind Bobbitt at the Gobbler Getter enduro. 


fun, there was a check in the middle of this section 
and another at the end. Most of the fast cats zeroed 
both these checks, although there were some burns 
that hurt some top contenders. But that was not an 
issue for the majority of riders who where dropping 





points at each end. From here it was free to the gas. 

After the gas there was what looked to be a short 
seven-mile sprint to the finish. | don't think anyone 
really knew how demanding that last seven miles 
would be. This section was packed with everything; 
slick sink terrain, some nasty logs, and rock ledges 
going up and going down. There was a hill that was lit- 
tered with riders, as traction was nowhere to be 
found. A long section through old coal mine piles that 
dropped off each side kept your focus with tired, trail- 
weary arms. And last but not least, there was a long 
technical switchback downhill section leading out to 
the end. As | said, no one was sad to see the short- 
ened course. 

P.A. Heavner, a member of the Unifour M/C club 
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from North Carolina, had a great ride taking third in 
the 250B class. He told me he has been riding for 20 
years and it is the most fun he has ever had. Ken 
Painter also had a super day, taking the hotly contest- 
ed Senior B class. Josh Bailey took top honors in the 
Four-Stroke C class as well as Donnie Weaver smok- 
ing the Vet C class, dropping a very good 49 points. 
There were also three brave gals in the Women's 
class who took on the mountains. Linda Deveney won 


the class followed by Angie Buysman and Ginger 
Beckman. 

In the end, 16 year old Gas Gas 250SE-mounted 
Russell Bobbitt showed the field he can not only ride 
the sand, having overalled the Capital City Enduro in 
Tallahassee a few week ends ago, but he could also 
master the rocks too. Russell told me he does like the 
rocks and technical terrain. He also wanted to thank 
his sponsors, the Trials Training Center, Gas Gas, 
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Cycle Specialties, his Dad Bo Bobbitt, and Terry 
Mealer for helping him wrench. 

Also, Wally Pressely from the Lake City Chamber of 
Commerce was taking video pictures at the checks 
and finish so the Chamber could demonstrate what an 
organized event can bring to the community. 

Hats off to the Volunteer State Riders club who put 
on this event. We hope to see many more for years to 
come. Club members Steven Lewis and John Strange 
wanted to thank all who came out and participated as 
well as all the volunteers who put in many long hours. 


Overall Champion 
Russell Bobbitt 
AA 

1. Allen Gravitt 

2. Carsten Cagle 
3. Michael Grizzle 
Open A 

1. Mitch McRee 
2. Thomas Walker 
3. Mark Hutchinson 
250 A 

1. Trey Welborne 
2. Jason Moody 
3. Gary Carrier 
200 A 

1. Mark Kelly 

2. Luke Durham 
3. Jason Reine 
225 A 

1. Jason Reine 

2. Richard Daniel 
3. David Vines 
Four Stroke A 

1. Jeff Harris 

2. Mark McKenzie 
3. Steward Baylor 
Vet A 

1. Steve Saunders 
2. Frank Anello 

4. Jeff Collins 
Senior A 

1. Terry Cunningham 
2. Dwight Rudder 
3. Clay Stuckey 
Super Senior A 
1. Robert Neeley 
2. Barry Bell 

3. David Altman 
Master A 

1. Jim Ford 

2. Darryl Moody 
3. John Fero 
Golden Master 

1. Ron Hale 

2. John Parker 
Open B 

1. Wesley Porter 
2. Gene Zobel 

3. Ryan Williams 
250B 

1. Steve Peck 

2. Keith Bowman 
3. Matt Jones 
200B 

1. Andrew Kendrick 
2. Justin King 

3. George Miller 
225 B 

1. Tim Nagy 

2. Mike Higuera 
3. Chad Belcher 
Four Stroke B 

1. Shawn Dailey 
2. Peter Magee 
3. Lon Buysman 
Intermediate B 
1. Ronny Hand 

2. Randy Edgen 
3. Bobby Stults 
Vet B 








Gobbler Getter Scores 
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1. Darren Pittman 
2. Greg Armour 
3. Curt Whittington 
Senior B 

1. Edmund Herrington 
2. Gary Overton 
3. Suzy Moody 
Super Senior B 

1. Tony Parker 

2. Johnny Craft 
3. Clint Johnson 
Master B 

1. Rex Jones 

2. Bill Watkins 

3. William Durham 
Golden Master B 
1. James Bransford 
2. Johnny Friedli 
3. Wayne Mount 
Open C 

1. Jeff Baggett 

2. Curtis Turner 
3. Phil Kelly 

250 C 

1. Shannon Welch 
2. Kent Logan 

3. Curtis King 
200 C 

1. Matt Strickland 
2. Lee Hickok 

3. Robbie Strange 
2256 

1. Will McConnel 
2. Kent Farmer 

3. Jeff Michel 
Four Stroke C 

1. Chad Lively 

2. Michael LaFollette 
3. William Wilson 
Intermediate C 

1. Kevin Vest 

2. Lance Dillon 

3. Jeff Baer 

Vet C 

1. Dennis Weaver 
2. Joe Sparkman 
3. Tim Berry 
Senior C 

1. Steve Deloach 
2. John Wilson 

3. Mike Johnson 
Super Senior C 
1. Brian Deveney 
2. Rick Edwards 
3. Mike Lynn 
Master C 

1. Steve Lafon 

2. Paul Wilkinson 
3. Jerry Dupuy 
Women 

1. Deborah Broadrick 
2. Ginny Parker 
3. Linda Deveney 
Junior 12-14 

1. Jerry Womble 
2. Ryan Overton 
3. Russ Lewis 
Junior 12-16 

1. Jeffe Parke 

2. Aaron Womble 
3. Robert Singley 
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They also wanted to note that this race is run almost 
exclusively on the property of the Coal Creek Mining 
Company and without their cooperation the race would 
not have been possible. A big thanks as well to the 
Bayless Equipment Company for providing a parking 
area and the Anderson EMS for their watchful eye and 
assistance. 

To those who did not come to this race for whatever 
reason, you missed an epic race and one that will be 
remembered by all. It was not an easy race, but it is a 
finishable race. It will challenge all your skills and make 
you call on yourself from deep within. It is the kind of 
race that will go with you over the years, the one you will 
remember while driving to work, the one that will make 
you just want to turn around, load up and go riding. 

See ya at the races. 

Suzy Moody 


Gobbler Getter Enduro 
Round 7, Mapplesville, AI 11/4 

The first weekend in November means one thing for 
the SETRA riders: the small town of Mapplesville, 
Alabama, and the Gobbler Getter enduro. The race is a 
co-sanctioned event between SETRA and SERA. It's the 


Coal Creek Results 
Overall 

1. Russell Bobbit 24 
AA 

1. Doug Masencup 25 
2. Mike Grizzle 

3. Doby Leonard 

4. Allen Gravitt 

5. Stephen Reed 
Open A 

1. Mitch McRee 

2. Travis Shultz 

3. M. Hutchinson 

4. John Carr 

250A 

1. Jason Moody 

2. Gary Carrier 

3. Scott Miller 

4. Thomas Turner 
200A 

1. Mark Kelly 

2. Luke Durham 

3. Ivan Haynes 

Four Stroke A 

1. Mark McKenzie 35 
2. Steward Baylor 
Vet A 


1. Jeff Collins 

2. Tim King 

3. Mark Logan 
Senior A 

1. Greg Roberts 
2. Jimmy Pratt 
3. Arty Spencer 
4. Pat Williamson 
5. Pooner Powell 
Super Senior A 
1. Neal Hamilton 
2. David. Altman 
Masters A 

1. Darryl Moody 
2. John Fero 

3. Jim Ford 
Grand Master A 
1. Bruce Triplett 
2. John S. Parker 
3. Ron Hale 

4. Fran Amos 
Open B 

1. Adam Delph 
2. Bryan Hensley 
3. Robert Fox 

4. David Farris 
Four Stroke B 


1. Lon Buysman 69 
2. Nik Johnson 205 
250 B 

1. John Cardozo 
2. Matt Jones 

3. P.A. Heavner 
4. Steven Webb 
200B 

1. Andy Kendrick 
2. Justin King 
Vet B 

1. Greg Armour 
2. Mark Joyce 

3. Rob Mielice 

4. Mark threlkeld 
5. Brett Burkitt 
Senior B 

1. Ken Painter 

2. Suzy Moody 
3. Doug Sanders 
4. Robert Tanner 
5. Jamie Clontz 
Super Senior B 
1. David Goin 

2. Roger Arnold 
Masters B 

1. Rex Jones 


2. Butch Rose 63 
3. Johnny Kirby 63 
4. W. Durham 230 

5. Bill Watkins 

Grand Master B 

1. James Bransford 
200C 

1. Chris Cautoun 63 
2. Lee Hickok 73 
3. Gerrit Goins 187 
4. Matthew Overstreet 
5. Josh Baggett 
2506 

1. Chris George 45 
2. Curtis King 64 
3. Nick Lafon 101 
Open C 

1. Jeff Baggett 43 
2. Robert Beaver 64 
3. Pete Whitaker 64 
4. R.J. Stanley — 66 
5.R. Thompson 70 
Four-Stroke C 

1. Josh Bailey 76 
2. Gary Thompson 95 
3. Larry Carr 190 

4. William Wilson 


5. Darryll Fain 

Vet C 

1. Donnie Weaver 49 
2. Doug Coulter 65 
3. Dean Coulter 69 
4. Brian Mull 77 
5. John Andrew 83 
Senior C 
1.RandyHyde 74 
2. Bates Beckman 116 
3. Steve Stidham 119 
4. James Owens 149 
5. Stacey New 

Super Senior C 

1. Brian Deveney 82 
2. Jimmy Tobias 121 
3. Michael Tucker 

4. Chuck Baker 

5. Wyatt Helms 
Masters C 

1. Steve Lofon 126 
2. Sonny Roberts 

3. Winfrey Wise 
Women 

1. Linda Deveney 

2. Angela Buysman 
3. Gina Beckham 


final round in the SERA series, and round seven in 
SETRA. The Perry Mountain M/C club hosts the event and for years it has been held 
at Reynolds pasture. 

The race has a reputation for being a tough enduro. This year was no exception. 
The course was close to 70 miles long and very technical. There were many sec- 
tions of handlebar width trees and super tight switchbacks. The terrain in the area 
is rocky, rooty and hilly. There was fast trail, jeep roads and pastures as well as the 
tight rocky sections. 

Gas Gas rider Russell Bobbitt had to be the favorite going into the race, having 
won the previous two rounds. Bobbitt is only 16 years old and just seems to get 
faster every week. He didn't disappoint, and claimed the win with a 22. “І had fun, 
it was a good race," said Bobbitt. With just one point more was SETRA veteran and 
former champ Allen Gravitt with a 23. Gravitt had his best finish this season, and 
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was riding a KTM 250. “I had a pretty good day. | didn’t fall any, but | had some 
trouble with traffic, which caused me to just miss a couple of checks, It was a great 
enduro,” said Gravitt. Bradley Hodge also had a great ride. He matched Gravitt in 
points but came up shy on the tie-breaker, but third ain’t bad. Hodge was riding a 
Husqvarna. 

The weather cooperated nicely for race day. Highs in the 60s and no rain. It did 
rain a few days prior and ended any chances of a dusty race. | was just good trac- 
tion. The first section was 6.8 miles long. It started out with short sections of tight 
flowing trail and brief jaunts on a power line. It ended with super tight woods and 
switchbacks that had riders complaining that their bikes didn’t turn tight enough. 
Bobbitt, Gravitt, Cagle and Grizzle all posted a four point loss at the check-out. 

After the reset it was on to section two. Shorter at only 4.4 miles, the trail stayed 
tight. No need to let the riders think the day was going to be an easy one. Once 
again the fast four matched scores with two each at the check-out. It was around 
this mark that Jason Chancey, defending SETRA series champ had a bit of trouble. 
He got tangled up in some barbed wire and by the time he unwrapped his wheel he 
was down four minutes. This effectively put an end to any chance of a top finish. 
He was on his new Neeley Racing KTM 300 and felt he was riding well, he vowed 
revenge at the next round in South Carolina. 

In the third section the club bumped the length up but the pace was faster. 
Bobbitt cranked it up and was the only rider to manage a one through the section. 
The trail was more flowing, with short up and down hills, sections of power line and 
some serious root/rock infested areas. Gravitt, Cagle and Grizzle all dropped two. 
It was on to the gas for a short break and refueling. At the half way point Bobbitt 
held a one point lead with a seven to the other top three riders score of eight. 

The first section of the second half was a little over seven miles long and on the 
faster side. Cagle, Bobbitt and Gravitt all dropped just a point each at the section's 
end. Grizzle just missed a one at the check-out by seconds and had to settle for a 
two. 

It was the next section of trail that separated the men from the boys, and a few 
women as well. It was the one that took its toll on the riders. The section was 13.6 
miles long and tough and tight. The trail was full of small elevation changes com- 
bined with lots of tight turns, very difficult to get a rhythm going. It was the major 
points taker for the day. Gravitt, Grizzle, Bobbitt and Cagle all made it through the 
section with a loss of 12 points. That was roughly a point a mile. 

After that section was a much needed reset then on to the final 4.5 timed miles 
of the race. It was a restart heading straight to the trail, and off the bat it was han- 
dlebar tight. It did open up a 
bit farther into the section. 
Once again the four matched 
scores with a four point 
drop each, with Bobbitt tak- 
ing the overall. Stephen 
Reed, the defending SERA 
champion worked the event 
and wrapped up the SERA 
enduro championship doing 
50. Ф 
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Just Plain Riding 


By Joe McLaughlin 





ROCKY WOODS 


Rockin’ good times as King Philip serves up a good old fashioned trail ride 


Taunton, MA 11/10/02 
rail Boss Rodger Salley and the rest of the King 
Philip Trail Riders could not have asked for a bet- 

ter day to hold the Rocky Woods Turkey Run. A little 
bit of Indian Summer arrived just in time for the mid- 
fall event. With temps in the 60s and rain forecasted 
to hold off until late afternoon, riders came out in 
droves to take part in what would most likely be the 
last “good-weather” ride of the year. 

Turkey runs are nothing more than an organized 














appropriate! 

In only its second year as a NETRA turkey run, the 
Rocky Woods ride enjoyed a huge turnout. Due in 
part to the weather certainly, but it is also one of the 
only, if not the only, event where a Mass ORV plate is 
acceptable. Since the tar road sections are limited to 
stretches of just a few yards or less, there is no need 
for a street registration. This provides a great oppor- 
tunity to those who do not have street-legal 
machines. The event boasted a turnout of over 300 


casual trail ride. Some are quite easy and designed for 
dual-sport machines and two-up riding, usually 
accompanied with spectacular landscape to stimulate 
the senses. One or a few “hero sections” provide 
enough of a challenge for die-hards to say that they 
actually did some riding. Other rides contain a mix of 
single- and double-track trail, intermixed with tar 
roads. Typically most of the ride is easy going trails 
with a fair serving of technical riding. 

Then there is the Rocky Woods turkey run. The ride 
is over fifty miles of trail, with only about a half-mile 
of road. The riding is quite technical as well. Let’s just 
say the name “Rocky Woods” is much more than 
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riders. 

Since Trail Boss Rodger Salley is also a member of 
the Taunton Area Vietnam Veterans, he enlisted the 
group's help for parking and food services. Between 
the $5 parking fees, the available hot lunch at the gas 
stop and the post-ride meal, over $1,200 was raised 
to benefit the local men & woman who served our 
country in Vietnam. 

The ride itself was worthy of any hard-core rider's 
praise. Leaving the new start area, the riders were 
treated to a few miles of freshly-mowed grass track, 
separated by a few tenths of single-track trail. Heading 
into the woods, things got tight and technical right 
away. With over 300 riders, the men needed to quick- 
ly separate themselves from the boys, or be forever 
stuck in a freight train of novice riders. The first sec- 
tion was not very long, with a few openings here and 
there to let the slower riders pull over and take a 
breather. 

Salley and the KPTR were also wise to put five dif- 
ferent "bail-out" points along the route for those who 
found the going too tough or if mechanical gremlins 
struck. Without a doubt, there were more than a few 
riders who took advantage of the bail-outs. 

One thing that's truly amazing about this ride is the 
amount of trail mileage that is squeezed into such a 
small area. Most of this is credited to Salley and his 
years' worth of trail cutting in the area. There are more 
than a few occasions where riders are passing each 
other in different directions, with no more than a few 
feet and a string of ribbon between them. Another 
interesting phenomenon at this ride is how it is possi- 
ble to take five right turns in a short stretch of trail, 
without crossing over the trail. Think about it...The only 
way out of it is to follow it up with four or five left 
turns, passing right by the trail you were just on! 

They make good use of the land in the area by weav- 
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ing you into a little corner, then reversing direction 
and weaving you out of it. Pretty wild if you're at all 
paying attention to what's going on around you while 
you ride. 

After twenty-five or so miles, suddenly there is a gas 
stop out in the middle of the woods. Keep in mind 
there has not been so much as even a road crossing 
for at least ten miles, but there it is. Complete with hot 
dogs, drinks and snacks, it serves as a much-needed 
rest for even the most aggressive racer-types. 

Leaving the gas stop is more of the same twisty, 
rocky single track trail. It weaves on and on, but each 
little piece is just different enough from what came 
before it so it never gets boring. After a few miles, a 
short stretch of pavement leads to another grass track 
of a bit over a mile in length. Just enough easy going 
to gear up before heading back into the woods. The 
remaining trail mileage is more of the same mix of 
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single- and double-track with a few fast dirt roads to 
get the speed fix, along with more tight, technical trail. 
No stoppers, just good old-fashioned trail riding! 

In addition to the fifty-plus miles of trail for the 
adults, there was an easier fifteen-mile parent-child 
loop for the young riders to enjoy that looped right out 
from, and back to, the parking area. Whether your 
pleasure was the full adult loop, the parent-child loop, 
or simply to bail-out point number one, everyone 
agreed that they had seen their share of good riding 
for the day. Since the rain held off until the last riders 
were coming back in, everyone took full advantage of 
the weather. Plenty of bench racing was going on back 
at the start as the Vietnam Vets served up some good 
grub and refreshments. All-in-all, a very good day. 

The only bad news is that Trail Boss Salley thinks 
the event will not be held for at least a few years. Since 
the event is held well outside of the normal KPTR trail 
system, it is a lot of work to make the event happen. 
It is also held almost entirely on private property, and 
as we all know, those relationships need to be man- 
aged properly. When this event does show back up on 
the schedule, make sure you're there! # 
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“І thought 
my boyfriend 
would like it 
if I had my 
navel pierced, - 
but he wants 
Trail Rider 
instead." 


“It’s easy to figure 
men out, I guess. 
They like hare 
scrambles, 
enduros and just 
plain dirt riding. I 
guess that means 
they like Trail 
Rider, because 
that’s what Trail 
Rider is all about. 
All I know is I 
don’t have to wory 
about pleasing 
him any more— 
just as long as that | 
Trail Rider 
magazine arrives 
in the mailbox 
once a month!” 
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“A wholesome rag!” 


Way Down South 


By Suzy Moody 








BREEZY HILL 


Checking out the way they do things in Louisiana 


Dry Prong, LA 8/4/02 

үү а great race put оп by the Breezy Hill 
Enduro Club! For those of you who decided 

not to go, it was too far, too hot, too dusty, well. .... 
you missed too much fun! Okay, І will give it dry 
and dusty and hot, but none of that seemed to 
matter when you have great trail, a well-run event, 
checks going in and out and seemingly no com- 
plaints. In fact, many people noted it was the best 
race the Breezy Hill club has had to date. Even the 
Forestry Officials and local law enforcement were 
having fun. Lots of people were seen shaking 
hands and chatting with these guys. It goes a long 
way for sure. : 

The Breezy Hill is a SERA event. The 

Southern Enduro Riders Association (SERA) is 
one of the oldest AMA sanctioned enduro 
organizations in the United States and have 
hosted many national enduros and Qualifier 
events. SERA is located in the Southeast, cov- Ё 
ering Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Tennesee. Familiar names have 
come from this organization with the likes of .. 
ISDE riders Dwight Rudder, David Crain, Glen 
Hollingshead and Suzy Moody(!). National 
enduro contenders Gary Johnston and Mike 
Monroe are from SERA, as well as all around 
contenders Nolan and Nathan Knight. Keep = 


your eye out at the National enduros for young § 


Stephen Reed and Jason Moody as well. 

This event was staged in Dry Prong, 
Louisiana. What a name, Dry Prong. Makes 
you just want to run to the fridge for a cool 
glass of ice water. But over 300 crazy racers 
and their crew went to Dry Prong in August. 
Run in the dense Catahoula Ranger District of 
the Kisatchie National Forest, there were miles of 
great single lane trail to challenge all the riders. 

Heading into the first 5.4 mile section, the trails 
were like your typical public riding trails, but as 
you left the regularly used area the trails closed in 
and before you knew it you were wiggling your 30 
inch bars in between 24 inch trees. At 18 mph, 
many AA’s were watching their clocks, but at mile 
marker 16.5 in the third section that all changed 
when the speed was raised to 24 mph. We are 
talking “take down the trees”! 

A quick gas available at 23 miles out and a well 
deserved shot of cold water, we were back into 
the woods for another nine mile section of more 
great twisty, turny, tight trail. And did | mention 
the roots? If your bike was not working on the 
roots, you were careening off the trail, often. | 
asked Dwight Rudder how his bike was working 
on the roots and he said “what roots?” That dog, 
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his scoot was set up just right to soak them up. 

Also soaking up the roots and rocks were 
Stephen Reed and Kawasaki mounted Nolan 
Knight, who were running neck and neck. How do 
they go so fast? Other riders are dropping four 
points here, six points there, these guys are drop- 
ping like one and two. Someone was heard saying 
they were passed by Carsten Cagle who was obvi- 
ously not riding the same trail, he seemed to just 
“straighten it out!” 

The gas was centrally located near the staging 
area and crews were there to gas the bikes and 
refill the riders, a little rest in the shade and it was 






Fast guy Stephen Reed stays on the gas. 





SERA regular Nolan Knight. 


back out for a restart. According to the route 
sheet there should be two more 10 mile sections. 
So all the riders go blowing out of the restart, but 
wait! At about four miles from the restart there is 
a check! In the middle of the section! Cool. 
Several riders were caught off guard by this check 
and had some hot points. Ouch! But you were not 
out of the woods yet and the riders had to keep on 
truckin’ for another six miles of the “deep woods 
experience.” 

Reset at 60.65 to 66.32, a speed change to 24 
mph and a sprint to the finish. The route sheet 
had riders assuming the race would be over at 
77.5 miles, but were pleasantly surprised 
when the red and white flags were seen at 74.3 
miles. Whew! Another one in the bag. But it 
was only 50 miles of ground miles, so | waited 
on Jimmy Ward to ride it again, but he never 
showed up. Wimp. 

Just kidding, no one was begging for more. 
It was just enough, the temps had climbed into 
the mid-nineties and a great race was done. 

Fast Hattiesburg Cycle, Yamaha YZ250 
mounted Stephen Reed took the overall for 
this event, edging Nolan Knight by two points. 
| | asked Stephen what keeps him going, he said 
he “really wants to win the SERA champi- 
onship and go to more Nationals and SE&TRA 
enduros this fall.” In fact, he just came back 
З from the long 22 hour trip to Michigan for the 
Mosquito National, where he garnered ninth 


Ма | overall and second in the hotly contested 250A 


“ Class. He said he liked the National format and 
the long grueling race. He felt he made a good 
showing with the National "Big Boys." By the 
way, Chuck Woodford took the overall for that 

race, nudging Mike Lafferty by one point. Stephen 

would also like to thank his wife Carolyn, his dad 

John Reed, the whole Myatt family, Hattiesburg 

Cycles and his riding buddy Jason Reine. Stephen 

says "Jason has pushed me all the way and is a 

great row mate." No slouch himself, Jason is cur- 

rently winning the 200A class in SERA and wants 
to tell the SE&TRA boys, "we're comin' fer ya." 
Before we finished our conversation, Stephen 
wanted to say some of the most fun he has is 
helping his sons, Brennen and Cameron riding the 
kids races. "There is nothing like digging in the 
shop with the little guys, watching them turn 
wrenches and learning so fast." They both like to 
race and in fact, Brennen got second Beginner 

Pee Pee and fourth in the Pee Wee class. His three 

year old brother Cameron is hot on his heels. 

Another generation of racin' Reeds! # 
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Mike Lafferty 


(Continued from page 31) 


even more exciting, if we would have gotten up there, 
but I’m not disappointed in that ride at all. If we could 
have gotten up there and mixed it up, the three of us, 
we could have changed things up. But I'm not disap- 
pointed in that ride at all. 

So you were satisfied with it? 

Well, | wasn't satisfied with the way the year ended, 
but | was happy by the last race that | had gotten 
through the injury, gotten through everything else, 
back to at least where I left off. And in all, it only took 
two months, to break my shoulder, lose everything, 
go all the way down, then come back, get the confi- 
dence back again and be back on pace, if not faster 
than the pace sometimes. It was rewarding, but it 
wasn't for the championship. 

You had the attitude going into the enduro series, in 
February. Did you feel like you were unbeatable in 


enduros at that point? 

Мо. No, you can't be like that in enduros because 
they go to so many different places. When you go all 
the way out to California for a race you're dealing with 
different guys, different situations. Every race is dif- 
ferent, then maybe there's Russ Pearson, and Ty 
Davis, there's all these other guys there, a different 
element and a different place. But it was so good to go 
in there so strong and pull off a win there. | mean, you 
go off to the first round and pull off a win, and I’m not 
going to say it's smooth sailing from there, but it's like 
whew! Then you can settle down and start taking 
them one race at a time. It lets you breathe a little bit 
better after pulling off the first win. 

| didn't think І was unbeatable, not even after | won 
the first three races. | had some good confidence 
going on, though. For enduros, the confidence comes 
from experience. You know the places, you know how 
to do that game. When | compare myself against 
Randy (Hawkins), Fred (Hoess), and David (Lykke)— 


Armand’s Powersports 


2003 Models Arriving Soon! 
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| don’t think | have that aggression against other peo- 
ple, | just know in my head that maybe l'Il have prob- 
lems but I’m still going to be ahead. The only thing 
that gave me concern was that my strengths lie in 
long, tough sections early on, and | would strive for 
the best results right away. Whether it was ten miles 
off or 20 miles off, І would go as hard and as fast as І 
could, and have everybody else work at catching up 
for the rest of the day. | had the confidence that | was 
going to do that, and everybody knew it. So when 
we'd go to the nationals and there was a 20 mile sec- 
tion right off the bat Га beat everyone by one or two 
minutes and they would have to catch up the rest of 
the day. That would deflate them, and if not gain a 
couple more points Га stay the same and still win. І 
have confidence that I'm a fast starter, and it makes a 
big difference. | don't think there's room for the “I’ve 
got to beat this guy" attitude, or "l've got to psyche 
this guy out" thing in enduros. I think that works more 
at the GNCC, because you're racing with that com- 
petitor side-by-side. 

Then came the shoulder break before round six. 
How hard was it to make the decision to skip the King 
Philip National in Massachusetts? 

Ugh. І wanted to go. | wanted to go because І fig- 
ured whatever happened at King Philip, even if | was 
just top ten, those tenth place points would have 
helped me later on down the road, because you just 
don't know. Then the other issue was that King Philip 
is the rockiest place there is. That's the hardest place 
to ride, so І felt that if it was a place with softer terrain 
it wouldn't be so big a decision. But | wasn't ready, I 
knew І couldn't last, and І would have made myself 
worse off physically. | had been riding that week prior, 
because | was going to make that decision on Friday. 
On Friday І saw the doctor, and he told me that one 
good hit on it and І could be put out again. So that was 
my decision right there to listen to him, and at that 
point І thought to myself, okay, | might lose the cham- 
pionship. 

And І think it was about 11:00 in the morning that | 
called you from King Philip and told you that Randy 
broke down. How'd you feel about that? 

Knowing that he was in second, that was good for 
me. І was kind of relieved. | mean, І don't wish any 
kind of bad luck on anybody. But | was amazed. Here 
| go and break my shoulder, Randy has an opportuni- 
ty to go to the next race and grab a bunch of points 
and he DNFs. What kind of luck is that? But then, by 
the same token, it wasn't a great thing for Freddie to 
win, because now at the end of the year he's coming 
the closest to me. He jumped up to one point off, and 
at the time of King Philip he was in fourth. He went 
from fourth to second in one race, and neither Randy 
or David finished. 

And then came Delaware, the second to last round. 
Did you figure Delaware was yours for the taking, that 
you'd been there a million times and you were going 
to go down there and kill everyone? 

That was my intention. The GNCCs were over and І 
was back from the injury, І could go that speed again, 
and I’m letting these boys know! | hadn't ridden an 
enduro since August, and here it was the end of 
October, and | was looking forward to riding an 
enduro, and especially Delaware. 

What went through your head when you suffered 
your first breakdown since 1996? 

The bike was brand new, | had 20 miles on it, and it 
broke a rocker arm. It happened about 30 miles out. 

Sitting aside the trail with a dead bike. Could you be 
reasoned with at that point? 

Not at all. There were club members there. | knew 
where І was, and І wasn't sure about the bike, exactly 
what happened to it. When you break a rocker arm it 





First year KTM, circa 1997. It's a whole new game now. 


shuts off the valves, in this case the exhaust valves, 
and it wasn't running but | wasn't sure what was 
wrong with it. It wouldn't start, but | was checking 
everything out, checking spark, checking gas, and І 
knew where І was, and І was thinking I’m getting to 
the check-out regardless of what might have hap- 
pened. | mean | needed everything І could get, even if 
I'm 15 minutes down, if somebody else might break, 
a couple more points would help. | felt | needed to 
give everything І could give. І pushed and pushed and 
pushed, but | was still about two miles from the 
check-out and Al caught up to me, walking backwards 
on the course, and we figured out there wasn't any- 
thing І could do. Right at that point 1 couldn't deal with 
anything. І jumped in my truck and went home. 

So after all that, what was your plan for the final 
round in Indiana, the next weekend? 

After Delaware | got sick. | came down with some- 
thing, and | was sick Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, just felt like crap. І knew that Freddie was 
right there behind me, and Randy had a chance too, 
and І was wondering about my bike, and І just figured 
| had to put all that stuff behind me and give it 
everything І had. So І flew out there on Thursday, to 
Al's place, he had my bike together, we did some 
riding, then we went down to Indiana just like it was 
any other race. І just went there saying "You know 
what...?" By then, І had had all these other things 
happen to me, | had broken my shoulder, | came 
back from that, | had the lead in the GNCC and lost 
it, | broke my bike for the first time right in my own 
backyard, І had all those things happen to те and I 
thought, you know what, the next thing that's going 
to happen to me is I’m not going to win the cham- 
pionship. It didn't bother me. | knew | could let it go, 
and І just figured І was going to give it everything І 
had. Ride like | know how to ride, do what Гуе got 
to do, and if the bike breaks, the bike breaks. If 
something happened during that last race and І 
burnt a check, didn't go as fast as somebody else, 
then you know what, that will just top off the year, 
because everything else has happened. 

It was good though. І actually gained some points 
on Randy early on. It was a long section, 30 mile 
section. | stopped and topped off my gas on the way 
through to make sure | had enough at a gas avail- 
able and Randy got a point back on me. Then І 
heard that Freddie had run out of gas. І still had 
Randy behind me, and in the last section he beat me 


by a minute. | had had three points on him, he'd got- 
ten two back and | was happy with that. He rode real- 
ly well, then Freddie missed that check which was 
easy to see, if you were late it would have been easy 
to miss that check. It was a good day, І beat Randy fair 
and square, and even if Fred hadn't missed that check 
| still would have beaten him on points. 

So how do you feel about the way this year turned 
001? Pretty satisfied? 

It was a good year. It was a lot of learning, on the 
bike and off. | learned that it's a!l in how you deal with 
it, this year. 

So are you satisfied with your accomplishments this 
year? 

No. When І was training last winter we were going 
full bore, and | knew | was in top shape but | was still 
skeptical about riding a four-stroke. It was a goal of 
mine to do well in both the enduros and the GNCC. But 
then to actually be in contention in both, and then 
have those problems? And then come away with the 
enduro win? Man, it's іп my reach. І think it is possi- 
ble to win both, it is doable. 

What about 2003? What are you doing to do? 

Win the national enduros and the GNCC in the same 
year. Гт going to ride the 450 next year, the MXC in 
the GNCC and the EXC in the enduros. 

What about the ISDE Qualifiers? We've heard a 


rumor that you were interested in going to Brazil. 

It all depends on what's going on. The Qualifier on 
this side (east coast) is in-between two GNCCs. If it 
works out, we'll go to the Qualifier. And if it works out 
at the end of the year and Гт healthy and things are 
all right, Рт not all bent out of shape about losing the 
championship or something, Гт going to go to Brazil. 
| want to go to Brazil and have some fun, it’s after all 
the series’ are over and there’s no more races. If we 
were going for a championship and had to stop and 
go to Brazil and then come back home for another 
couple of rounds, that wouldn't be so good. But since 
it's after all the races, it'll be good. It'll be a fun time. 

What about your sponsors? Do you have anybody 
you'd like to thank for this past year? 

Yeah, Гуе got a ton of sponsors who helped me out. 
Moose Racing, TAG Metals, Big Gun, Alpinstars, 
Michelin, Braking, Motion Pro, Boyesen, Spectro, 
Sunstar, VP Racing Fuels, Scott USA, Arai, Tsubaki, 
Pro-Clean, Twin Air, Silent Sport. KTM 
Sportmotorcycle, of course, and | have to especially 
thank Al and Melissa Randt of Enduro Engineering, 
sponsors, mentor, mechanic and baby sitter all 
wrapped in one, І couldn't have done it without them. 
My brother Rich for all the valuable training help, and 
my mom and dad and brother Jack Jr. for everything 
else. I'd never be able to do it without them all! 4t 
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CheckMate - Full featured, 

Infrared version now shipping! 
246 AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 
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formoreinfo 1-800-331-0470 
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Visit famous Mike's Sky Ranch. 
Includes Bikes/Hotels/Meals/Guides 
We are Baja's premier tour company. 
Baja Off-Road Adventures 
714/637.5770 714/630.4474 Fax | 
Tour Photos at www.bajaoffroad.com 


FRP CHAIN GUIDE 


For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 
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Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg's 
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Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail worldbrg@aol.com 
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Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to the 
address on page 3, or e-mail trailrider.mag@verizon.net. 
1977 Vespa P200E Classic scooter, red, all original and a 
definite collector's classic. Runs and drives, but needs fix- 
ing up—new cables, battery, brakes, etc. All parts are 
easily available, there are no orphaned Vespas. Stored 
inside, not rusty, ready for a restoration job. $1500, call 
609-953-2922. 

Two 1996 Honda XR400s Father/son dual sports. Baja 
kits, PA titles, $2995 for both. Call Mickey, (610)323- 
5500 ext. 257, or (610)223-0433. 

1994 Yamaha YZ250WR Exc. cond., low hours. 
Computer, steering damper, IMS tank, many new and 
extra parts. $2000, call (609)726-9230. 

1997 KTM 300EXC Completely rebuilt and well main- 
tained, new chain & sprockets, tires and seat cover. Trail 
ridden by senior rider. $2200, Westminster, MA. 
(978)632-8004. 

2001 Husqvarna 400TE, Bark Busters, good cond., $4200 
obo. (330)823-5946. 

2001 Suzuki DRZ400 Skid plate, Bark Busters, new 
Michelin 5125, exc. cond., $3700 obo. (985)735-7144. 
1999 KTM 300EXC Scott's damper, Factory Conn. Susp., 
E-line carbon pipe guard, Enduro Eng. chain guide and 
seat, new chain & sprockets, new piston & cyl., skid 
plate, hand guards, shark fin, solid rotor, grease fittings, 
$2950. (860)928-1977. Dbroatch@earthlink.net. 

2002 Husky 125WR Exc. cond., some extras, low hours, 
great contingency program, $3999 obo. (716)662-1659. 
1998 KTM 65 SX Never raced, Very low hours, excellent 
condition. $1750. 607-771-0379 or 
mjhomanich@aol.com. 

Want to buy new KTM 85 SX. Will pay up to $1000 over 
msrp for first available. Please call 660-826-7740 day 
660-827-5151 night or e-mail 
data@pottscontracting.com. 

2001 Aluminum Framed CR500 Excellent condition. 
Street title. Fresh motor. 18” rim, stainless spokes. 
Professional conversion. Very strong, nice handling bike. 
$5900. 517 279 9229 morgan@cbpu.com. 

1999 KTM 250 SX, skid plate, E-Line carbon fiber pipe 
guard, and Bark Busters. Low miles, runs great. $2850. 
603-772-8210 Stratham, NH. 

2000 KTM 300 EXC, excellent condition, trail ridden by 
old man. Suspension by Enduro Engineering, hand 
guards, skid plate. Free winter storing and spring prep. 
or buy now and save. Spring price $3850, Michigan, 
231-843-2069 or e-mail petterson@pobox.com. 

1998 Yamaha WR 400 Factory Connection suspension. 
Great shape! Oil changed after every ride. Titled in NH. 
$3000. Also, huge inventory of new and used Can-am 
parts. Start your own business! Tons of parts! $3000. 
603-627-0683. 

1998 KTM 250 EXC Good condition New Jersey Title and 
Registered $2,000 or Best offer 856-768-9989. 

2000 Honda XR400 Practically new condition. Very low 
hours. All stock. Cosmetically and mechanically out- 
standing. $3300, 315-531-8889. 

2002 Montesa 315 Awesome condition with new front 
and rear fenders. $4300. Both bikes located in upstate 
NY. Shipping additional. Call 315-531-8889. 

1996 Honda XR400 Stock motor, FMF exhaust, revalved 
and re-sprung, 100 percent reliable and ready to ride, a-1 
cond., adult owned lots of extras. $2800, 201-891-5027. 
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SUPPORT RIDERS 
KEVIN BENNETT, BOB BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For all your Enduro and Cycle needs, 
plus Fast, Honest service! 


AMA Discounts 


UPS Service Available 
625 NEW ROAD * SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


(609)927-2071 
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x Huge Parts Inventory х Discount Prices 
* Courteous Service x Parts Shipped Daily 


"—07.995.?702? 
Motoxotics.com 


ELECTRICAL PARTS 
CDI BOXES » STATORS " FLYWHEELS 


STATOR CORP. 
3A Landing Lane 
Hopedale, MA 01747 


USED PARTS 
SAVE 50%+ 
DIRT CYCLES SALVAGE 
Largest Inventory е 1980 & up 


(508)478-5700 (508)478-5712 


[Амы www.dirtcyclesalvage.com 
Mostercord А | VISA | 
email: dcycles@kersur.net 


(508) 478-0976 


www. DirtCycleSalvage.com 
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* JART Rolichart Sample 
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PROFESSIONAL 
ROLLCHARTS 


ANY ENDURO 
ANY TRAIL RIDE 
ANY PLACE 
„ VERSION FOR АМҮ RIDER 2: 

* CHOICE OF AA 
а 
FACTORY RIDERS 


CALL OR WRITE. 
1210 М. JEFFERSON ST 
«н 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 


(714) 666-0136 





Carbon Fiber 
Sidestand Plate 


2029 
X" 900222 1994. www.aerostich.com 








* Vibration-isolated GPS 
mounts for off-road 


SUMMERS RACING COMPONENTS 
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LRAT ОКОЛО 


"One of the 
most enjoyable 
vacations I've 
ever had!" Nick 
Krupa, Florida 
Trail Rider 





Personalized dirt bike tours of Nevada’s out- 
back, and road bike rentals for do it yourself 
touring. Call for more information! 


RIDE THE REAL WEST! 
Complete Motorcycle Tours 











BSI 
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Call: 775-359-4380 








SHIVER FERN RACING 7 
TAN RF riding 
"me quick-fill refueling 
systems, 2.5 & 5 gallon 
with full tank alert 
FORK WRAPS ое 
for Honda CR250's 2 
WWW.SILVERFERN - PRODUCTS.COM € 


940 










209-767-616 xeyud 








BALDYS. COM 


PIPE REPAIR 
517, 668. 5851 








SAS 


‘GET ON THE GAS!” 


Сиш І 


www.cumberlandkawasaki.com 


1-800-634-8283 


350 East High Street, Carlisle PA 17013 


IN STOCK? 


At Your Off-Road Headquarters! 
Proud Sponsor of Jack Lafferty Jr. and Jack Sr. 


“а. UPS Daily - 


Financing - 


- Race Services 
SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


BROMLEY 


MOTORCYCLE SALES 
635 SOMERS AVE., TREVOSE, PA 19053 


215-357-1534 





WE CAN FIX IT!!! 
Motorcycle DIA Only...Since 1990 


ATORS 


Clogged, Bent, DIA Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


MYLER’ (800) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 


8414 McDowell Ct., West Jordan, UT 84088 








SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 
FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
| _ TECH PRODUCTS 201-444-1908 | 








Motorcycle Adventure at its Finest 


RIDE BAJA ON 


XR400/650 & DRZ400s 


сап 888/228-6878 


To Get More From 
Your Off-Road Adventure 


WWW.TRAILBOSSTOURS.COM 
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PENTON IMPORTS CO. 


Importer and Distributor of 


PIV EL 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
Vintage to Current Model Kits for 
Single Cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-988-4476 
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The Duct Tapes 





by Ed Hertfelder 


The Four Stroke Single Nuts 


hen І first heard of a club called the Four 

Stroke Singles National Owners Club І 
thought it was some sort of historical society. This 
was in 1986, about the time that the four-stroke 
singles were dropping into the sub-sub basement 
of motorcycling. Development on the main floor, 
and higher, was almost one hundred percent two- 
strokes. No longer were they the discredited "ring- 
dings" noted for fouling brand new spark plugs 
before the wrapper hit the ground. The latest two- 
strokes were not only faster and more powerful 
than any four-stroke, they were also lighter, easier 
starting, simpler to rebuild and much lower in 
price. The plug fouling was licked completely and 
good thing too; last time | saw a fellow changing a 
two-stroke plug on the trail he had to stop three 
other riders before he could borrow the specially 
contorted plug wrench that could thread its way 
past the really dumb water-cooled head design. 

The fact is that my career, if you can call it that, 
began with a four-stroke single Triumph that, tech- 
nically, went the way of the steam engine. So when 
| first heard of a four-stroke single club І thought 
they were either nuts or caught in some sort of time 
Warp. 

That early Triumph went into the "boat anchor" 
pile as soon as І could afford a Bultaco two-stroke. 
In time | moved my way up to a Husky WR250 
water-cooled that was just about state of the art. 
The sad part was | was riding it to maybe ten per- 
cent of the performance level possible with this 
remarkable machine. Pairing me with such a thor- 
oughbred was an everlasting discredit to the 
Husqvarna "suit" who signed for it. 

My God-given ability, such as it was, was "maxed 
Out." It was time to return to my slow, slow, 
"thumper" performance level before І killed myself. 

| thought, with good reason, that a four-stroke 
single club belonged right next to the club promot- 
ing muzzle loading, matchlock, black powder 
firearms. Re-living history, by way of books, is not 
a bad thing. In fact, І think it's even a fine way of 
NOT making some of the stupid mistakes our for- 
bearers were prone to. Actually LIVING the four- 
stroke history by riding those heavy, ponderous 
even, BSA, Matchless, and Triumph thumpers 
seemed like not just a step in the wrong direction 
but the beginning of an actual marathon heading 
backwards into a setting sun. 

When I heard of the four-stroke single club | was 
riding an '86 Honda XL600R four-stroke single that 
had absolutely NOTHING in common with the con- 
traptions passed off as motorcycles during the 
Matchless and BSA periods. Long gone were the 
strangling side-valve combustion chamber; the XL 
had overhead valves. And not just one each of the 
intake and exhaust, this Honda had TWO of each— 
lighter, you see, and capable of enormous rpm 
before experiencing dreaded "valve float." 

Also ditched along the way were the heavy push 
rods and rocker arms that contributed mightily to 
serious, and very expensive, valve float. The simple 
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overhead cam design was almost a Honda trade- 
mark. The brilliant Honda engineers solved the 
often difficult dilemma of getting enough fuel into 
the kick-starting 600cc cylinders slow moving 
intake air velocity by simply adding ANOTHER car- 
buretor into the mix. Cold, hot, or lukewarm my XL 
would often start so quickly it would scare me. 

It took me some time to figure out just how the 
Honda engineers were making the valves on the 
"pent roof" head operate at a 45 degree angle. They 
didn't use smoke and mirrors, but they came close. 

After a fast glance at the XL it appeared to be a 
twin because of the twin exhaust pipes. Not so, the 
Honda engineers took advantage of 
the twin exhaust valves by mating 
them to two smaller, stiffer and 
lighter, exhaust pipes before 
meeting into a two-into-one 
junction at the muffler. 

Just about this time an 


unforeseen develop- 
ment materialized. 
Someone noticed that 
the two-strokes were 
unburned 
hydrocarbons 
into our air. 
Sure they were, 
it was part of 
the design! 
back-pack models that á 
devious home owners 
were using to blow fallen 
leaves into the town 
drain culverts were com- 
ing under attack. Four- 
soon seen to be the "politically 
correct" answer to the hydrocar- 
bon pollution. Beginning with the 
neighbor's lawn mower, progressing 
to his outboard motor, and extending to 
his back-pack blower, which he was still using to 
four-stroke engines weren't about to give him the 
same degree of lung cancer that his townsfolk on 
the lower income/other side of the tracks, were 
subject to. 
Anxious to join the politically correct anti-two- 
stroke movement, motorcycle manufacturers, and 


pumping a vast 
What did you © 
stroke motors, reversing their 
blow leaves into the town storm drains. The “polit- 
very quickly, came up with four-strokes that were 


amount of 

think was hap- a 

pening to the oil 

that was mixed in ff 

with the fuel? Even the 

tiny 49cc motors on the 

actual development, were 

ically correct” home owner was satisfied that his 
ALMOST as light as two-strokes with the added 























advantage that they were infinitely cleaner burning. 

An engine that didn’t use fuel already mixed with 
oil had a remarkably high E.P.A. rating to begin 
with. Couple this with a factory sealed (almost) idle 
jet that the ham-handed owner couldn’t mess with 
brought smiles to the E.P.A. and, for all we know, 
despair among doctors specializing in lung cancer 
surgeries. 

Did this fellow, Jack Robinson, start the four- 
stroke singles club back in '86 because he could 
read the future? Did he foresee that the oil burning 
two-strokes were heading to hell? Or did he just 
like to listen to thumpers putting their power to the 

ground every other stroke? 
That, by the way, may be one reason 
why | like them, but the main reason 
is their very powerful and control- 
lable engine-braking on long, 
long, and steep, steep, down- 
hills. 

Recently | had the opportuni- 
ty to attend a national meeting 
of the Four Stroke National 
Owners Club at Stockton 
Lake, Missouri. The attendees 
were about evenly split 

between the owners, or 
custodians, of 
ancient BSA, 

Matchless and 

Royal Enfield mar- 
ques and owners of 

the much newer KLR 

Kawasaki, XR Honda and 
BMW 650 machines. And 

they weren't standing in two 
separate groups either. The 
FSSNOC, Four Stroke Singles 
National Owners Club, pro- 

nounced "fizzknock," is a group 
extremely dedicated to "thumpers" 
of all types and ages. 

І originally thought they were nuts 
but found them to be straight up gen- 

tlemen and ladies who genuinely admire 
the pure simplicity of single cylinder 
four-stroke motorcycles that go about their 
daily chores quietly "thumping" along like 
motorized Missouri mules. The Club address is 
P.O. Box 1809, Hutchinson, KS 67504-1809. You 
might mention that #3756 told you about it. 

Just don’t mention that Hertfelder rides an 
XR650L with an ELECTRIC STARTER. 


\ 


—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the globally famous 
Duct Tapes stories. Want a list of Hertfelder 
columns from 1986? Ask nice with a S.A.S.E. to 
Ed's ranch at РО. Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731; or 
E-mail to ducttapes@yahoo.com. & 


All models available Now! 
Huge parts inventory. 


V VZCOD/ RS 


motorcycles 


Motocross 


530 Enduro bike 
Overall Winner in the 
2001 Six Days 
with rider Mika Ahola 


FEATURES OF VOR BIKES 


е NEW ELECTRIC START 
* NEW 450CC / 530CC ENGINES 
* NEW SLIM-LINE PERIMETER FRAME 


e NEW HIGH PRESSURE 
LUBRICATION SYSTEM 


* NEW DIGITAL IGNITION 


Supermotard 


NEW UNDER SEAT GAS TANK 
NEW WAVE BRAKING DISCS 


NEW FRONT FORK 46/48MM 
PAIOLI-KAYABA 


NEW REAR SHOCK WITH HIGH/LOW 
SPEED ADJUSTMENT 


Cross Countr 


Overall Winner 


Q) 


2001 Six Days 


VOR USA 

13200 Gregg St. Poway, CA 92064 
phone 858-218-2123 fax 858-218-2127 
WWwW.Vor-usa.com 
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| эц 
2-Cycle Engine Lubrican! 
Made in the USA 


2002 |.S.D.€. Gold Medalist - Fred Hoess __. 


Every top level rider is always seeking new knowledge. Their riding knowl- 
edge is learned through first hand experience. Local knowledge can be 
learned by watching the fastest riders with the most experience in the local 
area. And technical knowledge can be learned by listening to the riders that 
win the championships. Multi-time €C€R Enduro Champion Fred Hoess hos 
some knowledge to share with you if You ride off-road: Vou can depend on 
Spectro Oils. And he has the experience of Winning championships while 
using them to back up that knowledge. Show off your knowledge and 
experience by doing what this gold medalist does; use Golden 
| Spectro Motorcycle Oils and tell everyone you do. 

For even more knouJledge, visit: 





шы . 
гае ше шш (ше шт ше шые سم‎ шые 


www.goldenspectro.com 





